
Table 4.1 – Percent and number of persons (millions) 16 years and older participating in outdoor recreation by activity and Forest Service RPA Assessment Region,
1994-95.

National North South Rocky Mountains Pacific Coast

Activity Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Fitness Activities 68.3 136.9 69.2 63.6 65.9 41.0 69.9 10.4 69.7 21.8

Running/Jogging 26.2 52.5 24.2 22.3 27.6 17.2 27.5 4.1 28.5 8.9

Biking 28.6 57.4 30.3 27.9 24.4 15.2 30.5 4.5 31.4 9.8

Long Distance Biking 3.2 6.4 3.4 3.1 2.4 1.5 3.1 0.5 4.4 1.4

Walking 66.7 133.7 68.1 62.6 64.2 40.0 67.2 10.0 67.4 21.1

Individual Sport Activities 22.0 44.1 23.1 21.2 20.4 12.7 22.5 3.3 21.7 6.8

Golf 14.8 29.7 16.0 14.7 12.7 7.9 16.7 2.5 14.6 4.6

Tennis 10.6 21.2 10.6 9.7 10.8 6.7 9.2 1.4 10.8 3.4

Outdoor Team Sport
Activities

26.4 53.0 27.3 25.1 26.1 16.3 24.8 3.7 25.3 7.9

Baseball 6.7 13.5 7.2 6.6 6.3 3.9 5.6 0.8 6.7 2.1

Softball 13.0 26.1 13.7 12.5 13.3 8.3 12.9 1.9 10.7 3.4

Football 6.8 13.6 6.6 6.1 7.2 4.5 5.8 0.9 6.9 2.2

Basketball 12.8 25.5 13.1 12.0 13.1 8.2 11.6 1.7 11.7 3.7

Soccer 4.7 9.5 4.6 4.3 4.4 2.7 3.9 0.6 6.0 1.9

Volleyball 14.3 28.7 15.4 14.1 14.2 8.8 13.1 1.9 12.0 3.8

Handball 5.6 11.3 5.6 5.1 5.4 3.3 5.2 0.8 6.5 2.0

Outdoor Spectator
Activities

58.7 117.6 59.8 55.0 57.2 35.6 59.8 8.9 57.8 18.1

Concerts 34.2 68.4 35.6 32.7 30.8 19.2 34.7 5.2 36.5 11.4

Attending Sporting Events 47.5 95.2 48.2 44.3 47.6 29.7 48.9 7.3 44.7 14.0



National North South Rocky Mountains Pacific Coast

Activity Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Viewing Activities 76.2 152.6 76.7 70.5 73.8 46.0 79.8 11.9 77.7 24.3

Visiting a Nature Center 46.4 93.1 47.3 43.5 42.8 26.7 49.6 7.4 49.7 15.5

Visiting a Visitor Center 34.6 69.4 34.8 32.0 33.1 20.6 36.9 5.5 36.1 11.3

Visit a Prehistoric Site 17.4 34.9 16.1 14.8 16.1 10.0 27.1 4.0 19.2 6.0

Visit a Historic Site 44.1 88.4 44.4 40.8 43.2 26.9 46.1 6.9 44.2 13.8

Bird-Watching 27.0 54.1 28.5 26.2 26.4 16.4 27.8 4.1 23.5 7.3

Wildlife Viewing 31.2 62.6 32.4 29.8 28.6 17.8 37.0 5.5 30.1 9.4

Fish Viewing 13.7 27.4 13.0 11.9 13.8 8.6 12.6 1.9 16.0 5.0

Other Wildlife Viewing 13.8 27.5 14.0 12.9 11.9 7.4 13.1 1.9 17.0 5.3

Sightseeing 56.6 113.4 57.0 52.3 54.4 33.9 58.3 8.7 59.3 18.5

Visiting a Beach or
Waterside

62.1 124.4 62.8 57.7 60.6 37.7 55.7 8.3 66.1 20.7

Studying Nature near Water 27.6 55.4 27.3 25.1 26.6 16.6 25.1 3.7 31.9 10.0

Snow and Ice Activities 18.1 36.3 23.8 21.9 8.6 5.4 21.7 3.2 18.5 5.8

Ice Skating 5.2 10.5 8.7 8.0 1.5 0.9 4.7 0.7 2.8 0.9

Snowboarding 2.3 4.5 2.7 2.5 1.1 0.7 2.4 0.4 3.2 1.0

Sledding 10.2 20.5 14.7 13.5 4.3 2.7 11.5 1.7 8.1 2.5

Downhill Skiing 8.4 16.8 9.1 8.4 5.0 3.1 11.6 1.7 11.6 3.6

Cross-Country Skiing 3.3 6.5 4.8 4.4 0.6 0.4 4.4 0.7 3.5 1.1

Cross Country Skiing on
Groomed Trails

2.7 5.4 4.0 3.7 0.4 0.2 3.5 0.5 2.9 0.9

Cross Country Skiing on
Ungroomed Trails

2.8 5.7 4.2 3.9 0.4 0.3 3.8 0.6 3.1 1.0

Backcountry
Cross country Skiing

1.9 3.7 2.7 2.5 0.3 0.2 3.0 0.5 2.1 0.7

Snowmobiling 3.6 7.1 5.4 4.9 1.2 0.8 5.1 0.8 2.1 0.7



National North South Rocky Mountains Pacific Coast

Activity Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Camping (overall) 26.4 52.8 24.3 22.4 22.6 14.1 37.8 5.6 34.4 10.8

Developed Area 20.7 41.5 19.6 18.0 17.2 10.7 27.0 4.0 28.0 8.8

RV Developed Camping 8.6 17.3 8.4 7.7 6.86 4.3 12.08 1.8 11.4 3.6

Tent Developed Camping 14.6 29.4 13.7 12.5 12.1 7.5 18.9 2.8 20.7 6.5

Primitive Area 14.0 28.0 11.8 10.9 12.8 8.0 24.2 3.6 17.8 5.6

RV Primitive Camping 3.5 7.1 2.7 2.4 2.9 1.8 7.4 1.1 5.5 1.7

Tent Primitive Camping 10.7 21.5 9.5 8.7 9.9 6.2 17.1 2.5 12.8 4.0

Other Camping 2.1 4.2 2.0 1.8 1.7 1.1 3.0 0.4 2.8 0.9

Hunting 9.3 18.6 9.1 8.4 10.5 6.5 13.3 2.0 5.5 1.7

Big game 7.1 14.2 7.2 6.7 7.8 4.9 10.3 1.5 3.7 1.2

Small game 6.5 13.0 6.3 5.8 7.8 4.9 8.5 1.3 3.4 1.1

Migratory bird 2.1 4.3 1.7 1.6 2.6 1.6 3.8 0.6 1.8 0.6

Fishing 28.9 57.9 27.9 25.6 32.4 20.2 31.0 4.6 23.9 7.5

Freshwater 24.4 48.8 24.1 22.2 26.7 16.6 29.0 4.3 18.4 5.7

Saltwater 9.5 19.0 7.5 6.9 13.4 8.4 2.9 0.4 10.6 3.3

Warmwater 20.4 40.8 21.2 19.5 24.9 15.5 17.8 2.6 9.9 3.1

Coldwater 10.4 20.8 10.0 9.2 7.4 4.6 18.7 2.8 13.4 4.2

Ice 2.0 4.0 3.4 3.1 0.3 0.2 3.8 0.6 0.4 0.1

Anadromous 4.5 9.1 4.6 4.2 3.7 2.3 3.2 0.5 6.5 2.0

Catch and Release 7.7 15.5 6.8 6.2 9.2 5.7 11.8 1.8 5.8 1.8

Boating 29.0 58.1 30.1 27.6 29.1 18.1 26.1 3.9 26.9 8.4

Sailing 4.8 9.6 5.2 4.7 3.7 2.3 3.1 0.5 6.7 2.1

Canoeing 7.0 14.1 8.7 8.0 6.7 4.2 4.9 0.7 3.9 1.2

Open-top Canoeing 6.8 13.5 8.5 7.8 6.3 3.9 4.6 0.7 3.5 1.1

Closed-top Canoeing 0.4 0.8 0.3 0.3 0.5 0.3 0.3 0.0 0.5 0.2

Kayaking 1.3 2.6 1.2 1.1 1.1 0.7 0.7 0.1 2.3 0.7

Rowing 4.2 8.4 5.7 5.2 3.0 1.9 2.2 0.3 3.2 1.0

Floating, Rafting 7.6 15.2 7.5 6.9 7.9 4.9 7.7 1.1 7.5 2.3



National North South Rocky Mountains Pacific Coast

Activity Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Percent Number
millions

Motor-boating 23.5 47.0 24.0 22.0 24.8 15.5 21.5 3.2 20.1 6.3

Water Skiing 8.9 17.9 8.2 7.6 9.7 6.0 10.2 1.5 8.9 2.8

Jet Skiing 4.7 9.5 4.0 3.7 5.7 3.6 4.2 0.6 5.2 1.6

Sailboarding/
windsurfing

1.1 2.2 1.1 1.0 1.0 0.6 0.8 0.1 1.5 0.5

Swimming Activities 54.2 108.6 55.8 51.2 53.6 33.4 49.8 7.4 53.0 16.6

Surfing 1.3 2.6 0.8 0.7 1.3 0.8 0.6 0.1 3.1 1.0

Swimming/pool 44.2 88.5 45.0 41.3 45.2 28.1 38.8 5.8 42.5 13.3

Swimming/non-pool 39.0 78.1 41.8 38.4 37.4 23.3 32.0 4.8 37.0 11.6

Snorkeling/Scuba 7.2 14.5 6.4 5.9 7.6 4.8 5.6 0.8 9.7 3.0

Outdoor Adventure
Activities

36.8 73.6 34.8 32.0 32.9 20.5 47.5 7.1 45.1 14.1

Hiking 23.8 47.8 22.5 20.6 18.1 11.3 33.4 5.0 34.8 10.9

Hiking to a Summit 8.3 16.6 7.2 6.6 5.7 3.6 13.9 2.1 14.2 4.4

Orienteering 2.4 4.8 2.4 2.2 2.1 1.3 3.0 0.4 2.7 0.8

Backpacking 7.6 15.2 6.5 6.0 5.8 3.6 11.8 1.8 12.1 3.8

Backpacking to a Summit 3.3 6.6 2.8 2.6 2.4 1.5 5.3 0.8 5.4 1.7

Mountain Climbing 4.5 9.0 3.4 3.1 3.6 2.2 9.8 1.5 6.9 2.2

Rock Climbing 3.7 7.5 3.2 3.0 2.8 1.8 6.5 1.0 5.5 1.7

Caving 4.7 9.5 4.4 4.0 4.4 2.7 6.2 0.9 5.7 1.8

Off-Road Driving 13.9 27.9 12.2 11.2 14.5 9.0 20.4 3.0 14.9 4.7

Horseback Riding 7.1 14.3 6.1 5.6 7.5 4.7 11.2 1.7 7.5 2.4

Horseback Riding on Trails 5.2 10.4 4.7 4.3 5.1 3.2 7.7 1.1 5.8 1.8

Social Activities 67.8 135.9 69.3 63.6 64.8 40.4 71.3 10.6 68.0 21.3

Yard Games 36.7 73.6 40.9 37.6 34.1 21.2 35.1 5.2 30.5 9.5

Picnicking 49.1 98.3 51.2 47.0 44.0 27.4 54.6 8.1 50.4 15.8

Family Gathering 61.8 123.8 63.2 58.1 59.5 37.0 62.9 9.4 61.6 19.3



Table 4.2 – Average number of days of participation and estimated number of days in millions by acitivity and Forest Service RPA Assessment Region, 1994-95.

National North South Rocky Mountains Pacific Coast

Activity Mean
Days 

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Fitness Activities

Biking 39.0 2237.0 37.9 1055.2 39.5 599.6 39.8 180.3 40.8 400.9

Bike Touring 19.6 126.0 22.5 69.7 15.7 23.5 17.9 8.3 16.8 23.2

Walking 107.6 14381.4 104.9 6568.7 109.8 4395.4 107.8 1077.7 111.0 2340.6

Viewing Activities

Visit a Prehistoric Site 5.0 175.6 3.6 52.9 6.7 67.3 5.3 21.2 6.0 35.9

Visit a Historic Site 5.5 482.4 5.0 203.2 6.4 172.9 5.6 38.7 4.9 68.4

Bird-Watching 87.8 4749.2 84.8 2219.2 97.5 1602.0 92.2 381.7 74.6 548.0

Wildlife Viewing 36.9 2307.9 36.9 1100.1 40.4 720.1 35.9 197.2 30.8 290.5

Fish Viewing 17.3 475.4 16.3 194.5 19.7 169.8 13.9 26.2 17.0 85.3

Sightseeing 18.0 2036.3 17.3 904.8 17.9 605.4 18.8 163.3 19.6 363.5

Visiting a Beach or Waterside 25.6 3187.9 22.9 1319.7 27.5 1037.5 15.5 128.0 34.2 706.2

Studying Nature near Water 24.4 1352.9 21.7 543.4 29.2 484.3 18.5 69.2 26.2 261.3

Snow and Ice Activities

Downhill Skiing 7.5 126.5 8.0 67.2 4.2 13.0 8.6 14.9 8.7 31.5

Cross-Country Skiing 7.5 49.0 8.1 35.7 4.0 1.4 6.4 4.2 7.1 7.8

Snowmobiling 9.3 65.8 10.3 51.1 3.1 2.3 8.9 6.7 8.2 5.4
Camping (overall)

Developed Area 10.7 442.4 10.8 195.0 10.8 115.5 9.8 39.3 10.6 92.9

Primitive Area 9.2 258.6 7.9 86.3 10.1 80.7 9.6 34.6 10.3 57.5

Hunting

Big game 14.3 204.0 14.5 96.2 15.7 76.5 9.5 14.6 13.7 16.0

Small game 13.8 178.8 14.8 85.5 13.0 63.3 12.1 15.3 13.6 14.4

Migratory bird 7.8 33.5 7.6 12.0 7.0 11.1 8.2 4.6 10.2 5.6



National North South Rocky Mountains Pacific Coast

Activity Mean
Days 

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Fishing

Freshwater 18.1 886.1 18.1 400.1 20.4 338.5 17.2 74.1 12.9 74.0

Saltwater 13.1 249.3 7.4 50.9 18.3 153.0 4.4 1.9 13.6 45.1

Warmwater 17.8 725.8 17.0 331.5 20.2 313.7 14.8 39.2 13.2 40.9

Coldwater 11.3 234.5 12.4 114.0 9.2 42.5 13.7 37.9 9.4 39.4

Anadromous 9.4 85.1 9.4 39.9 7.2 16.4 9.4 4.5 11.5 23.5

Catch and  Release 18.4 284.7 18.1 112.5 20.3 116.7 16.4 28.8 13.5 24.6

Boating

Sailing 8.1 77.8 8.7 41.1 7.2 16.5 4.5 2.1 8.6 17.9

Canoeing 5.3 74.6 5.6 44.7 4.2 17.6 4.0 2.9 7.9 9.7

Kayaking 7.3 19.3 6.2 6.9 8.8 6.1 11.2 1.2 6.7 4.9

Rowing 5.3 45.0 5.0 26.3 5.4 10.0 6.4 2.2 6.4 6.5

Floating, Rafting 5.1 77.3 5.1 35.0 4.9 24.2 5.8 6.7 4.9 11.4

Motor Boating 14.9 699.9 13.3 292.3 19.0 294.0 9.7 31.1 13.1 82.2

Water Skiing 9.7 173.1 9.1 68.8 10.9 66.0 8.3 12.6 9.2 25.6

Jet Skiing 7.6 72.3 7.6 28.0 8.3 29.7 7.3 4.6 6.0 9.8

Sailboarding/
windsurfing

6.1 13.5 8.4 8.4 4.2 2.6 4.4 0.6 4.2 1.9

Swimming Activities

Surfing 30.5 79.5 18.3 13.6 34.6 28.3 3.7 0.3 38.5 37.0

Swimming/pool 27.6 2438.9 24.7 1019.8 31.3 880.1 28.2 162.7 28.3 376.4

Swimming/non-pool 15.9 1241.4 15.1 578.6 17.6 410.9 11.8 56.1 17.0 196.6

Snorkeling/Scuba 7.2 105.1 5.5 32.3 9.0 43.0 5.3 4.4 8.2 25.0



National North South Rocky Mountains Pacific Coast

Activity Mean
Days 

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Mean
Days

Number
millions

Outdoor Adventure Activities

Hiking 16.8 804.7 16.0 330.3 17.2 194.7 17.7 87.8 17.7 192.8

Orienteering 6.3 30.6 4.8 10.6 5.9 7.8 6.5 2.9 10.1 8.6

Backpacking 8.6 129.7 9.0 53.9 6.9 25.2 8.2 14.5 9.6 36.4

Mountain Climbing 4.4 39.8 3.8 11.9 3.3 7.3 6.5 9.5 5.2 11.2

Rock Climbing 5.1 37.7 4.5 13.5 3.5 6.1 8.6 8.3 5.7 9.9

Caving 2.4 22.3 1.7 6.9 2.9 7.9 2.6 2.4 3.0 5.4

Off-Road Driving 24.6 685.5 27.6 308.3 24.3 219.0 18.9 57.3 21.2 98.9

Horseback Riding 23.6 336.3 19.4 108.5 22.3 104.1 28.9 48.2 32.6 76.7

Social Activities

Picnicking 8.8 861.9 8.6 404.2 8.6 236.2 8.8 71.5 9.5 150.1

Family Gathering 8.8 1084.5 8.6 500.8 8.4 311.2 9.9 92.3 9.4 180.4



Table 4.3 – Average number of trips and estimated number of trips in millions by activity and Forest Service RPA Assessment Region, 1994-95.

National North South Rocky Mountains Pacific Coast
Activity Mean

Trips
Number Mean

Trips
Number Mean

Trips
Number Mean

Trips
Number Mean

Trips
Number

Fitness Activities
Biking 9.60 553.02 9.50 264.74 8.50 128.59 10.00 45.13 11.60 113.90 
Outdoor Spectator Activities
Concerts 3.20 216.61 3.20 106.01 2.60 49.70 3.40 17.41 3.80 43.03 
Viewing Activities
Visiting a Nature Center 3.50 324.54 3.60 154.48 3.30 87.59 3.40 25.34 3.70 57.06 
Visit a Prehistoric Site 2.80 96.13 2.20 32.18 3.40 34.39 3.30 13.19 2.80 17.07 
Visit a Historic Site 3.00 264.31 2.90 117.58 3.20 86.25 3.20 21.87 2.80 38.79 
Bird-Watching 7.10 385.51 7.10 186.66 7.60 125.18 7.60 31.53 5.70 42.14 
Wildlife Viewing 10.70 670.74 11.00 327.55 12.70 226.87 10.00 54.81 6.80 64.02 
Sightseeing 9.10 1036.90 8.40 440.61 9.50 322.50 9.30 80.88 10.40 193.65 
Visiting a Beach or
Waterside

11.60 1438.11 10.20 591.10 12.20 458.78 8.10 66.68 15.60 323.21 

Studying Nature near
Water

5.80 322.12 5.10 126.67 6.90 114.13 5.20 19.41 6.40 63.34 

Snow and Ice Activities
Downhill Skiing 4.50 75.47 4.70 39.22 1.90 5.81 5.90 10.16 5.60 20.39 
Cross-Country Skiing 3.80 24.64 3.70 16.19 1.60 0.58 4.20 2.71 4.80 5.27 
Snowmobiling 3.20 23.06 3.10 15.54 1.10 0.79 4.20 3.22 5.30 3.48 
Camping (overall)
Developed Area 4.70 196.78 4.60 82.88 5.00 54.23 4.40 17.71 4.80 42.00 
Primitive Area 4.80 134.50 4.00 43.34 5.80 45.90 5.50 19.64 4.70 26.07 
Hunting
Big game 8.10 115.72 7.70 51.35 9.50 46.48 5.50 8.43 7.70 8.96 
Small game 8.80 113.79 9.40 54.00 7.70 37.53 9.00 11.39 10.20 10.80 
Migratory bird 5.70 24.44 5.40 8.55 5.20 8.25 6.60 3.73 7.00 3.85 
Fishing
 Freshwater 12.40 606.17 12.10 268.72 13.80 229.35 12.00 51.90 9.80 56.58 
 Saltwater 8.70 165.32 5.10 34.91 12.00 100.60 2.20 0.95 9.00 29.90 
Warmwater 12.00 487.65 11.80 229.84 12.90 200.64 10.10 26.68 9.80 30.33 



National North South Rocky Mountains Pacific Coast
Activity Mean

Trips
Number Mean

Trips
Number Mean

Trips
Number Mean

Trips
Number Mean

Trips
Number

Fishing (continued)
Coldwater 7.70 160.28 8.20 75.12 6.00 27.85 9.90 27.57 6.90 28.83 
Anadromous 7.70 69.41 8.00 33.90 5.70 13.11 6.10 2.88 9.40 19.08 
Boating
Sailing 5.00 48.37 5.00 23.84 3.80 8.75 2.60 1.20 7.00 14.57 
Canoeing 2.80 38.95 2.40 19.56 2.80 11.83 2.20 1.63 5.00 6.09 
Kayaking 3.00 8.02 1.60 1.78 3.20 2.20 10.10 1.09 3.60 2.61 
Rowing 2.30 19.45 2.10 10.76 3.10 5.83 2.80 0.92 2.20 2.23 
Floating, Rafting 3.10 47.10 2.90 20.00 3.20 15.87 3.90 4.43 2.90 6.76 
Motor-boating 7.30 344.53 6.70 147.23 8.60 132.98 5.70 18.16 7.30 45.94 
Water Skiing 5.40 95.97 4.30 32.17 6.80 40.82 5.40 8.20 5.30 14.67 
Jet Skiing 3.10 29.33 3.80 14.05 2.10 7.41 4.50 2.82 3.20 5.25 
Sailboarding/windsurfing 2.70 5.91 3.70 3.65 1.00 0.64 3.50 0.44 2.50 1.15 
Swimming Activities
Surfing 21.80 56.93 13.10 9.75 25.60 20.93 1.70 0.15 26.90 25.85 
Swimming/pool 8.00 710.31 7.60 313.58 8.60 241.45 8.40 48.43 8.00 106.81 
Swimming/non-pool 6.90 542.08 6.70 255.64 7.20 168.53 4.90 23.15 8.20 94.83 
Snorkeling/Scuba 3.90 57.19 2.30 13.61 5.60 26.69 2.80 2.30 4.70 14.16 
Outdoor Adventure Activities
Hiking 9.10 434.23 9.00 184.73 7.90 89.33 9.70 48.08 10.30 112.25 
Backpacking 4.50 68.47 5.00 30.21 3.70 13.36 4.30 7.53 4.60 17.46 
Mountain Climbing 3.00 27.25 2.90 9.22 2.30 5.07 4.20 6.05 3.20 6.91 
Rock Climbing 3.50 26.10 2.80 8.35 2.60 4.69 7.00 6.75 3.50 6.14 
Caving 1.70 15.83 1.30 5.06 2.00 5.60 1.60 1.47 2.20 3.87 
Off-Road Driving 13.20 368.83 13.30 148.72 15.60 140.35 11.30 34.18 9.60 44.74 
Horseback Riding 8.70 124.32 8.30 46.75 7.70 35.99 9.50 15.87 10.90 25.55 
Social Activities
Picnicking 5.30 518.74 5.10 239.08 5.10 140.77 5.50 44.46 6.00 94.49 
Family Gathering 6.30 778.45 6.30 364.61 5.90 218.81 6.80 63.74 6.80 131.36


