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Foreword 

In accordance with the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act (RPAI of 1974, the fifth inventory of 
Virginia's forests was expanded to accommodate nontirnber 
as well a5 timber resources. Th~s report presents the prtncipal 
findings concerning the extent and condition of forest land, 
associated timber volumes, and rates of growth and removals. 
Nontimber evaluations wil l  be dealt wrth separately. 

The field inventory was begun in September 1984 and com- 
pleted in November 1985. Four previous statewide inventories, 
completed in 1940, 1957, 1966, and 1977, provide statistics 
for measuring changes and trends over the past 46 years. Pre- 
viously reported figures have been adjusted in some cases to 
provide the best estimate of real change. 

The RPA and the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources 
Research Act of 1978 authorize these forest inventories and 
evaluations, which are a continuing, nationwide undertaking by 
the Regional Experiment Stations of the Forest Service, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. In Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Virginia, these appraisals are conducted 
by the Forest lnventory and Analysis (FIA) Research Work Unit 
at the Southeastern Forest Experiment Station, with headquar- 
ters in Asheville, NC. The primary objective of these periodic 
evaluations is to develop and maintain the resource informa- 
tion needed for formulating sound forest policies and programs. 

The combined efforts of many people have gone into this 
inventory and evaluation of Virginia's forest resources. Appre- 

ciation i s  expressed to all Work Unit and Stat~on personnel who 
parttc~pated in the field and off~ce work. The Southeastern Sta- 
t ~ o n  gratefully acknowledges the cooperation and assrstance 
provided by the Department of Forestry, Commonwealth of 
V~rgrnra, and the Tennessee Val ley Author~ty . Appreclatton 1s 
also expressed for the excellent cooperat~on of other public 
agencies, forest ~ndustries, and pr~vate landowners In provid- 
ing ~nformat~on and al low~ng access to the sample locat~ons. 

To facilitate both inventory and analysis, Virginia is divided 
into five areas called Survey Units. A report highlighting the in- 
ventory findings and containing detailed data summaries has 
already been published for each of the Survey Units. Copies of 
these reports can be obtained from the Southeastern Forest Ex- 
periment Station. lnformation contained in Forest lnventory and 
Analysis reports includes the most commonly used forest re- 
source statistics, but additional data can often be obtained. A 
Forest Information Retrieval (FIR) service is available for the 
customer compilation of forest resource data for any area within 
the five Southeastern States. Those requesting custom compila- 
tions or additional information provided from the raw inven- 
tory data are expected to pay the retrieval costs. Costs may 
range from less than $1 00 for a relatively simple retrieval to 
several thousand dollars for a complex retrieval involving the 
services of a computer programmer. Although we strive to serve 
each request promptly, other work wil l  sometimes delay our 
response to requests of this kind. 

Requests for information may be directed to: 

Forest lnventory and Analysis 
Southeastern Forest Experiment Station 
P.O. Box 2680 
Asheville, North Carolina 28802 
Phone: 704-259-061 6 






























































































































































































