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Chinese Privet
Ligustrum sinense

Plant: A thicket-forming shrub
with a spreading canopy to 5 m (16
ft) tal, from rhizomes.

Stem: Round, bark not fissured,
brownish to gray, opposite branch-
@l ing, increesingly upward. Branches

gray to green with light dots (len-
ticels). Twigs short-rusty hairy,
long, dender, and flexible.

L eaves: Deciduous to semi-ever-
green, opposite, ovate to dlipticd,
24 cm (3/4-11/2 in) long and I-3
cm (3/8- 11/4 in) wide, rounded at
both ends, with a hairy midrib
beneath. Petioles 1-5 mm (1/16-
3/1 6 in) long, rusty hairy, opposite
leaves held a right angles to stems.

Chinese privet-flowers & leaves

Flowers: April-June. Loosdly
branching, conicd, termind and
upper axillary clusters. White, 4-
petaed, fragrant, corolla tube 1.5-3
mm (1/16-1/8 in) long, roughly
equa or shorter than the lobes.

Fruit and Seeds. October-Febru-
ary. Pde green ripening to a blue-
black drupe, ovoid, 6-7 mm (1/4-9/32 in) long and 4 mm
(3/16 in) wide. hanging in dense clugers.

Chinese privet-green fruit & leaves
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