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bluebeech, o r  mu&wood-i:, a
shade-tolerant  midstory  canopy free
um~monty  found in sou~trcm horrom-
land hardwood forat5.  This  sprcirc  has
tong hecn  considered  a “weed,” cspe-
ciatty  when managing for quality hard-
wood \awlog~.  But  American  horn-
hcam  has many functions  and values
rhar do not  intrrfere  with the ohjectivc
of growing quality  hardwood sawtogs.

Recent  rcscarch  involving stand de-
velopment of bottomland hardwoods
has i n d i c a t e d  that  srratifird  stands
composed of cherryhark oak ~Quercu~
papdodal, sweetgum (Liquidambar
ayra~@z),  and American hornbeam
are usually even-aged although the di-
amrwr  distribution will depict the re-
verse-J-shaped curve typical of uneven-

mu\r  place emphasis on hcighl  growrt~
to  ger Above  rhe American hornbeam.
A hen&r to individual rrd  oak frrr(
may inctudc  an incrcascd  mcrchanrahte
height on a ~morc clear  hole. Thi\  hcn-
rfit  has been  dcmonstra~cd  wide chcr-
ryhark oak and swcergum  mixture:. and
prru~nalty observed with artificial mix-
LUICS  o f  peduncutare  o a k  (Q.  ro6w9
and hornbeam CC benrlur~  in northern
Germany. Following srrarificarion,
Am&can  hornhcam  is relegated fo a
midstory  canopy posit ion.  Here,  ir
provide, several functions, primarily by
increasing the vertical xruc~ure  of the
forest, which is important to variou
bird species for foraging and nesting.
The seed of American hornbeam al~o
provides an important food source  for


