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FELLER-BUNCHER OPERATOR BREAKS POWER LINE

May 2014
BACKGROUND: On a summer day in the South, a rubber-tired feller-buncher operator was performing
a first thinning in a pine plantation. The feller-buncher was working in a new area of the stand, removing
the take-down row and thinning the two rows on either side. The trees were approximately 15 years old,
and there was a relatively thick layer of underbrush. The stand of timber surrounded the landowner’s
home.

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS: The operator was in his mid-20s and had run feller-bunchers for
about three years.

UNSAFE ACT AND CONDITIONS: The power company’s metered line ran from the pole-mounted
transformer through the landowner’s maintained yard to the landowner’s home. A second metered line
also ran from the transformer to a pole-mounted night light approximately 100 yards away on the bank of
a small farm pond. The right-of-way to this second metered line was not maintained, and the line was
completely obscured by the pine plantation and the thick underbrush and regrowth. Additionally, the line
was only about 10 feet off the ground at its
lowest point.

As the feller buncher was thinning, the operator
did not see the power line ahead of the machine
and continued cutting.

ACCIDENT: The head of the machine made
contact with the line and pushed it forward far
enough to cause an electric arc and break the
line. After seeing the electrical arc and then the
power line, the operator slowly backed the
machine a safe distance away from the downed
line.

INJURY: The operator was not injured.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CORRECTION:
e Harvest preplanning should include locating and marking all utilities.

e Close coordination with the landowner is essential when the harvest area includes dwellings,
barns, septic systems, farm ponds, etc.

¢ Any unusual or dangerous areas or features of the harvest tract should be discussed and field-
verified in advance with all machine operators to ensure operational safety.

¢ Whenever possible, maintain a safe operating distance of at least 50 feet (more for tall trees)
from a power line for all harvesting activities. (See FRA Loss Control Overview LCO-30, Power
Line Safety, at http://loggingsafety.com/sites/loggingsafety.com/files/bulletin_pdfs/L CO-30.pdf.)
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Please follow equipment manufacturers’ recommendations for safe operation and maintenance procedures.
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