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Table 1.-- So i l sui tability for hardwoods in the C~as tal P aln area 

Impo rtant 
co m.mer c ial 

species !J 
Ochlock -

. ~I Common names are those found in Agri c ulture Handbook 41, U.S. Departmen t o f Agri c ulture. 1953. 

' '!:, Soils wi th less than 6 inches of top soi l. 

Johnston 

POST °AND SPECIALTY SPEC IES : Black locust and flowe ring dogw ood on noneroded, moisl , well - drained soils; mulberry o n all soils. 
S PEC IES UMITED COMMERC IALLY OR IN OCCURENCE : B asswood , pecan, posloak, and silver maple on well-drained soils; shingle oak and sweetbay 

on poorly d ra ined soi ls ; boxeld e r, winged elm, honeylocust , blac k wi ll ow, sassafras , Ameri c an holly, buckeye, chinaberry. and common 
swe e tl eaf o n a ll s o ils . 

WEED S PECIES : Blac kja c k oak and smooth sumac on well -dr ained soils ; planertre e , ro ughleaf do gwood, po i son - sumac, and buttonbush on poorly drained 
. soils; eas te rn hopho rnbeam, Ame ri c an ho rnbeam, devi ls-walkingstick, hawt horn. a nd flatwoods plum on a ll 90ils . 

_ Occurs fre quently ; favor for management. 

~ Occurs occas iona lly ; fa vo r. 

~ Occurs frequent ly ; manage, but do not favor . 

~ Occu r s o ccasionally ; manage, but do not favor. 
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The Coastal Plain soil area occupies 
the major portion of Mississippi e:Jst oi 
the Delta and Loess areas. In general, 
the soi ls are sandy, acid , and lack ing 
in natural fe rtility, but on the allu vial 
soils moistu re and drainage relations apo 
pear suff icient to support good growth 
of some tree species. 

Tahle I lists the principal Coastal Plain 
soils that support natural hardwoods. Up­
land soils are omitted, because most are 
too poor and dry to produce commercial 
hardwoods, except perh aps on lower 
slopes . The table is based on observa· 
tions of natural stands; other growth reo 
latiom may hold true in piantations. Solid 
black blocks indicate species that occur 
frequently and shou ld be favored in man· 
aging natural stands. Grey blocks indicate 
common species that should be managed 
for harvest at the fi rst profitable oppor­
tunity, but not favored as a component 
of future stands, Dots show species oc· 
curring only occasionally on :J particular 
soil; here again, black meaons "favor' · 
and 9,rey means "manage, but do not 
favor. 

Spruce pinr and baldcypress are listed 
because they arc found on the same soils 
as hardwoods. Other pines are included 
because they are better adapted to erod· 
ed and poorly drained pan soils than are 
hardwoods; pan soils become too dry in 
summer for good hardwood growth. 

lStoneville Resea rch Center, maintained by the 
Southern Forest Experim ent Station, Forest Ser· 
vice , U o S. Department of Agriculture, in co· 
operation with the Delta Branch of the Missis· 
jppi Ag ricultural Expe riment Station and th r 
Southern Hardwood Forest Research Group. 
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