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The Thin Loess soil belt lies east and 
aojacent to the Deep Loess area. Soils in 
the area's uplanos deyelopeo in wino· 
blown silty deposits less than -l feet thick. 
The terraces and bottoms are deriyed. 
principally trom sediments of the nearb y 
loess hills. and mixed alltl\·ium from loes's 
and Coasta l Plain s:lI1ds and davs. 

Table 1 shows the suitability' of the: 
principal soils within the Thin Loess belt 
ior natin~. commercially important hard-

woods and-on some sites-baldcypress 
and pine. Solid black blocks indicate spe­
cies that o.:cur frequently and should be 
favored in managing natural stands. Grey 
block s indicate common species th .lt 
should be managed for harvest at the 
first profitable opportun ity, but not fav­
nred as a component of future stand, . 
Dots show species occurring only occa­
sionally on a particular soil; here again, 
black means "fayor" and grey indicates 
"manage, but do not favor." 

Pines are listed in the table because they 
are often better suited to eroded soils than 

(Over) 

are hardwoods. Also, when pines are on 
poorly drained pan soils, they should be 
favored over the hardwoods; pan soils 
become too dry in the summer for good 
hardwood growth. 

The table is bas::d on observations of 

n:!tural stands; other growth relations may 

be :rue br plant:ltions. 

1 Stoneville Re't"~rc h Center, maintained by 
the Southern Fores t Experiment Station in co· 
operation with the Mis> i" ippi Agricultural Ex· 
periment Station and the Southern Hardwood 
Forest Research Group. 



Tabl e 1. - -Soil s uitability for forest trees ln the Thin Loess area 

Impo rtant 
t.:o rnmcr ci al 

spc t.: It:: 5 !.' 

Shallo w loess (upland s) 

Ti c kfaw 

Terraces f r om loess and 
mixed materials 

Lintonia 

Hur r ,,· .... <r"'~--,-----~+-~~--r-----~ 

!.' C o mmo n names are those found i n Agri c ultu r e Handbook 41, U.S. Departme nt o f A g ri c ulture. 1953. 

!;..! So i ls wi th less than 6 inc hes o f to ps oi l. 

POST AND SPECIALTY SPECIES: Blac k locust and flower in g dogwood on well-d ra ined soi l s ; mulberry o n all soi l s. 

B o ttom land from loess 
Bottoms from mixed 

S PEC IES LIMITED COMMERCIA LLY OR IN OCCU RRE NC E : Boxelder. river h i r c h, Americ an holly , post oak, black oak , catalpa, chinkapin oak. nor t he rn red oak, sumac , and chinabe rr y on well-drained s oils ; 
c edar elm, swamp co tto nwood. and bla c k w i llow on poo rl y drained soils; winge d e lm, eastern redceda r . and bucke y e on all soils . 

WE ED SPECIES : Eastern hophornbeam, Americ an hornbeam, .and blackj a c k o ak. on we ll-drained soils; planertree, swamp - prive t . and buttonbus h on poorly drained soils; hawthorn on all soils. 

_ o ccur s fre qU~ntly; favo r for mana gement . 

~occurs occa.slonally; favo r. 

C:=J O ccurs frequently; manage, but do not favor. 

CJoccurs occasionally ; manage, but do not favor. 
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