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COMPUTERIZED TRAINING FOR THE HARDwOOD SAwMILL INDUSTRY:  
THE EDGING AND TRIMMER TRAINER (vERSION 3.0)

Philip A. Araman, A. Jefferson Palmer, Matthew F. winn, and D. Earl Kline1

In the hardwood sawmill industry, decisions made at the various processing stages directly affect the value of 
the end product. In order to realize maximum product value, it is essential that employees be properly trained. 
The edging and trimming stage of lumber processing is one area where lack of proper training can result in poor 
manufacturing decisions and ultimately reduced product value. To supplement on-site training, we have created a 
computer program to assist edger and trimmer operators in making good manufacturing decisions. The Edging and 
Trimming Trainer Program is designed to help hardwood lumber edger and trimmer operators and sawmill managers 
better understand how lumber grade, surface measure, and price interact to affect lumber value and processing 
decisions. 
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