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"Vorking Grodg
2005 Workshop Outcomes

Priorities for research & monitoring,
management & conservation, and
related topics on migratory routes &

wintering ground
Organization: Committees

Communication: Listservs

NFWF grant proposal
— Habitat management research
— Habitat brochure for breeding grounds




Golden-winged Warbler QeSS0
Conservation Initiative
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"Vorking Grodg
NFWF Grant Research

8 study areas in 7 states

Habitat associations and responses to
management

Protocols

— GWWA Density (banding, spot/territory mapping)
— Nest Success (area search)

— Nesting Habitat Characteristics

— Associated Species (point counts)

Meta-analysis




FVorking Group
2008 Request for Info.

Sent to GWWG Listserv
Follow-up with known projects
Responses from 14 habitat projects

Information collected:
— Habitat treatments and site info.
— Survey methods




Current

Project
[ ocations /
\ /’ Seasonal Distribution
s S < Breeding
NFWF Projects ":s.« _mz:m“

.—.-.a

3% Other Projects

Winter and Migration data by Natwye




B

Project Focus Summary

» Habitat associations (3 breeding, 1 winter)

* Response to experimental management
— Silvicultural (e.g. clearcutting) (4)
— Prescribed burning (4)
— Mechanical improvement (e.g. brush-
hogging) (2)
Ongoing interest but no current work (1)
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Northern Hig;Iands (n. Wi):

Legacy Tree Retention in Aspen Forests
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Cumberland Mountains (TN):

Prescribed Burning on Strip Mine Reclamations
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Sterling Forest State Park (NY):
Upland Shrub Restoration & Adjacent Habitats

Beaver (sedge)meadow o

s h e TN

Powerline right-of-way Red maple swamp with tussocks

Allpha
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Future Directions

Complete NFWF experimental projects

Habitat Management Guide and BMPs

Increase on-the-ground management

Monitoring response
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Questions?
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« NFWF

» Survey of Habitat Projects

* Future
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Population Density

» Estimated with multiple methods:
— Territory mapping or spot mapping
— Nest searching

— Color banding
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Population Density:
Golden-winged Warbler Territory Map
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Study Objective

» Evaluate if legacy trees in managed

aspen forests improve wildlife habitat

quality. il B . N
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How do you evaluate bird
habitat quality?

» Species Diversity
» Bird Nest Productivity

* Population Density

» Focus: Conservation priority birds
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Focus: Conservation Priority Birds

Alder Flycatcher Mourning Warbler
American Woodcock Nashville Warbler
Black-billed Cuckoo Northern Flicker
Black-th. Green Warbler Olive-sided Flycatcher
Black-th. Blue Warbler Osprey

Belted Kingfisher Ovenbird

Brown Thrasher Purple Finch

Canada Warbler Rose-breasted Grosbeak
Clay-colored Sparrow Ruffed Grouse
Chestnut-sided Warbler Veery

Eastern Wood-pewee Whip-poor-will
Golden-winged Warbler White-throated Sparrow
Least Flycatcher Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Passeriformes: about %2 of world’s birds in thisugro

Passerine: 4 toes designed for grasping perches



Declining Populations:
USGS Breeding Bird Survey

Golden-winged Warbler - Veery

-1.5% / year
-3.1% / year
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Habitat Quality Hypotheses
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Legacy Tree Retention
Treatments

" n=9 n=9

No Conifer Hardwood
Retention Retention Retention
(Traditional) (Pine) (Oak)
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Bird Diversity: Line Transects
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Bird Diversity

* Results:
— 69 total species observed
— 26 (38%) are conservation priority

)
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Habitat Quality Hypotheses

Hypothesis 2: Legacy tree retention
increases nest productivity.
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Habitat Quality Hypotheses

Hypothesis 1: Legacy tree retention increases
bird species diversity—accept.

Hypothesis 2: Legacy tree retention increases
nest productivity—

Hypothesis 3: Legacy tree retention increases
[GWWA] population densities—accept.
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