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The Phytochemical Society of North America is a nonprofit scientific
organization whose membership (currently over 400) is open to anyone
with an interest in phytochemistry and the role of plant substances in
related fields. Annual membership dues are U.S. $20 for regular
members and $10 for student members. Annual meetings featunng
symposium topics of current interast and contributed papers by

conference participants are heid throughout the United States, Canada,

and Mexico. Still a specialist organization despite its broadeped )
interests, PSNA meetings are small enough to offer informality and
intimacy that are conducive to the exchange of ideas. A n_ewsletter is
circulated to members several times a year to keep them informed Of'd
upcoming meetings and developments within the society. If you '”°”be
like additional information about the PSNA or if you have matena;l\rt‘?‘ yod
included in the newsletter, please contact the PSNA Secretary. arer
dues and changes in addresses should be sent to the PSNA Treasurer.
Also see the PSNA homepage, currently at:

hitp://www fiu.edu/orgs/psna.
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Lutheran University, Tacoma, WA
98447 USA; “Southern Research
Station, USDA Forest Service,
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CONFORMATIONAL DYNAMICS OF PROANTHOCY ANIDINS:
PHYSICAL AND COMPUTATIONAL APPROACHES

The interaction of plant polyphenols with proteins accounts for a good part of their
commercial (e.g. leather manufacture) and biological (e.g. anti-microbial activity)
significance. The interplay between observations of physical data such as crystal
structure, NMR analyses, and time-resolved fluorescence with results of computational
chemistry approaches has been essential to any success we have had in this effort.
Examples of critical steps that demonstrate the importance of combining physical data
with computational chemistry, are summarized. Both measurement of physical
properties and computational studies are required if we are to make progress in our
understanding of the interactions between polyphenols and proteins.
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