














Texas: The Lone Star State
Capital City: Austin
Location: 30.30588 N, 097.75052 W

Origin of States Name: Based on a word used
by Caddo Indians meaning “friends”

Nickname: The Lone Star State
Population: 23,508,000; 2006

Geology:
Land Area: 262,015 sq. mi.
Highest Point: Guadalupe Peak; 8,749 feet
Inland Water: 4,790 sq. mi.
Largest City: Houston
Lowest Point: Gulf coast; sea level

Border States: Arkansas, Louisiana, New
Mexico, Oklahoma

Coastline: 367 mi.
Constitution: 28" State
Statehood: December 29, 1845

Bird: Mockingbird—Ask any Texan, and you
will no doubt learn that the mockingbird has
the prettiest song of any bird native to North
America. That’s perhaps the chief reason the
“mocker” was adopted as the State bird of Texas
in 1927.

Agriculture: Cattle, cotton, dairy products,
nursery stock, poultry, sorghum,
corn, wheat.

Natural Resources: Possessing enormous
natural resources, Texas is a major agricultural
State and an industrial giant. Second only to
Alaska in land area, it leads all other States in
such categories as oil, cattle, sheep, and cotton.
Texas ranches and farms also produce poultry
and eggs, dairy products, greenhouse and
nursery products, wheat, hay, rice, sugar cane,
peanuts, and a variety of fruits

and vegetables.

Sulfur, salt, helium, asphalt, graphite, bromine,
natural gas, cement, and clays are among

the State’s valuable resources. Chemicals,

oil refining, food processing, machinery, and
transportation equipment are among the major
Texas manufacturing industries.

Industry: Chemical products, petroleum and
natural gas, food processing, electric equipment,
machinery, mining, tourism.

Flag: Today’s Lone Star Flag was first adopted
on January 24, 1839, as the national flag of the
Republic of Texas.

The flag was later adopted as the State flag when
Texas became the 28th State in 1845. As with
the flag of the United States, the blue stands for
loyalty, the white represents strength, and the
red is for bravery.

Tree: The pecan is a large tree native to North
America. It bears sweet edible nuts, deep brown
in color, that range from 1 to 2 inches in length.

The mature pecan tree is usually 70 to 100 feet
tall, but can grow as tall as 150 feet and higher.
Some native pecan trees are estimated to be over
150 years old. Their trunks are more than 3 feet
in diameter.

Texas is the largest producer of native pecans,
and is second only to Georgia in the production
of hybrid (orchard grown) varieties. The pecan
became the Texas State tree by act of the Texas
Legislature in 1919. Governor James Hogg
favored the tree so much that he requested that
one be planted at his gravesite.

Song: “Texas, Our Texas,” the official State song
of Texas, was adopted by the Legislature in 1929
after being selected in a State-wide competition.
It was composed by William J. Marsh of Fort
Worth. The lyrics were written by Marsh and
Gladys Yoakum Wright.

Flower: Named for its color and, it is said,

the resemblance of its petal to a woman'’s
sunbonnet, the bluebonnet is the State flower of
Texas. It blooms in the early spring and can be
readily found in fields and along the roadsides
throughout central and south Texas.

Presidential Birthplace:
Dwight David Eisenhower, 1953-1961
Lyndon Baines Johnson, 1963-1969

Seal: Today, the seal of the State of Texas has
developed into a uniform design with both

a front (obverse) and a reverse side. By law,
the seal is required to authenticate official
documents of the State. The origins of the seal
go back to the early days of the republic.

Motto: Friendship

Information courtesy of www.infoplease.com/states.








