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Foreword

This report contains the findings of a 1997 canvass of all
primary wood-using plants in North Carolina and presents
changes in product output and residue use since 1995. It
complements the Forest Inventory and Monitoring (FIM)
periodic inventory of volume and removals from the
State’s timberland. The canvass was conducted to
determine the amount and source of wood receipts and
annual timber product drain by county in 1997 and to
determine interstate and cross-regional movement of
industrial roundwood. Only primary wood-using mills
were canvassed. Primary mills are those that process
roundwood in log or bolt form or as chipped roundwood.
Examples of industrial roundwood products are saw logs,
pulpwood, veneer logs, poles, and logs used for compos-
ite board products. Mills producing products from
residues generated at primary and secondary processors
were not canvassed. Trees chipped in the woods were
included in the estimate of timber drain only if they were
delivered to a primary domestic manufacturer.

A 100-percent canvass of all wood processors in North
Carolina was conducted in 1998 to obtain information for
1997. In addition, roundwood from out-of-State mills
known to be using logs or bolts harvested from North
Carolina timberland was incorporated into North Carolina
production estimates. Each mill was canvassed by mail or
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through personal contact at plant locations. Telephone
contacts followed mailed questionnaire responses when
additional information or clarification of response was
necessary. In the event of a nonresponse, data collected in
previous surveys were updated by current data collected
for mills of similar size, product type, and location.
Surveys for all timber products other than pulpwood
began in 1964, and are currently conducted every 2 years.

Pulpwood production data were taken from an annual
canvass of all southeastern pulpmills, conducted in
cooperation with the American Pulpwood Association.
Medium density fiberboard, insulating board, and
hardboard plants were included in this survey.

The Southern Research Station gratefully acknowledges
the cooperation and assistance provided by the North
Carolina Department of Environment, Health, and Natural
Resources, Division of Forest Resources in collecting mill
data. Appreciation is also extended to forest industry and
mill managers for providing timber products information.
The information in this report is based on responses from
96 percent of mills operating in 1997: 7 pulpmills, 22 of the
23 veneer mills, 2 of the 3 composite panel mills, 4 of the 4
mills manufacturing other industrial products, and 232 of
the 243 sawmills. These mills accounted for 92 percent of
the 1997 mill receipts.
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Dear Customer:

In addition to the timber product assessment reports generated for each of the 13 Southern States, the Timber Product
Output (TPO) Database Retrieval System is available through the Starkville, MS, web site. That address is:

http://wvw.srsfia.usfs.msstate.edu/rpa/tpo

The database is well documented and very user friendly. This retrieval system allows you, the user, to select the TPO
variables of interest and generate a standard set of timber removals and mill residue tables for the specified resource
area or areas. The system has been logically divided into four sections to assist you in developing a database retrieval.
In section one you will be asked to define the resource area, section two customizes the removals data for the area,
section three customizes the mill residue data, and in section four you will generate the tables for the resource area you
have defined. In each section you will be asked to supply specific inputs that will serve to customize your database
retrieval.

There are four options available for defining the geographic area of interest. Each option provides an increasing level of
detail. The area can be defined by region, subregion, State, or county level. Select the option that best suits the level of
detail required to meet your needs. If you select “county” as your option, be aware that some counties may have been
combined due to data sensitivity.

If additional explanation or clarification is needed, feel free to contact:

Tony Johnson Carolyn Steppleton
Southern Research Station Southern Research Station
USDA Forest Service USDA Forest Service
P.O. Box 2680 P.O. Box 2680

Asheville, NC 28802 Asheville, NC 28802

(828)257-4836 (828)257-4848
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