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)rest Resources of Puerto Rico, 1990 

er A. Franco, Peter L. Weaver, and Susan Eggen-McIntosh 

980, the Southern Forest Experiment Station, Forest 
:ntory and Analysis Research Work Unit (SOFIA), in 
peration with the International Institute of Tropical 
estry, established a forest survey of the Commonwealth 
'uerto Rico. The primary objective was to assess the 
ber-production potential of the island's forest resources. 
: main island, occupying about 8900 square kilometers, 
; partitioned into commercial and noncommercial survey 
ions (fig. I). Field sampling was concentrated in the 
~mercial survey region, which included all areas having 

the potential to produce commercial timber. The commercial 
region was delineated to exclude urban areas, agricultural 
lands, critical watersheds, areas with adverse site conditions, 
such as excessive rainfall and excessive slope, and other 
areas not likely, either for physiographic or economic 
reasons, to sustain commercial timber production. 

Because complete photographic coverage was unavailable 
for the 1980 survey, aerial photography was acquired for a 
1985 update of forest area estimates of both the commercial 
and noncommercial survey regions. The 1985 update 
provided more current estimates of forest area by detailed 

Excessive slope (2 60 percent) 

Excessive rainfall (t 2500 d y r )  

Unproductive soils and higher priority uses1 

Subtropical Dry Life Zone (I 1000 mm/yr rainfall) 

Commercial survey region 
'Mangroves, swamps, alluvial flats, and metropolitan regions. 

ure I-Exclusions from the commercial survey region of Puerto Rico (adapted from Birdsey and Weaver 1982). 
































































































