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Foreword 

This report presents the findings of a 1991 canvass 
of all primary wood-using plants in Florida, and 
presents changes in prcduct output and residue use 
since 1989. It complements the Forest Inventory 
and Analysis IFIAI periodic inventory of volume and 
removals from the State's timberland. The canvass 
was made to determine the amount and source of 
wood receipts and annual timber product drain by 
county in 199 1. In addition, interstate and cross- 
regional movement of industrial roundwood were 
determined. Only primary wood-using mills were 
canvassed. Primary mills are those that process 
roundwood in the form of logs, bolts, or chips. 
Examples of industrial roundwood products are saw 
logs, pulpwood, veneer logs, poles, and logs used for 
composite board products. Mills producing products 
from residues generated at primary and secondary 
processors were not canvassed. Trees chipped in 
the woods were included in  the estimate of timber 
drain only if they were delivered to a primary 
domestic manufacturer. 

All known wood processors in Florida were 
contacted in 1992 and asked for information about 
their operations in 1991. Out-of-State mills known 
to be using logs or bolts harvested'from Florida 
timberland were also contacted. Each mill was 
canvassed by mail or through personal contact at 
plant locations. Telephone contact was made as a 
followup to mailed questionnaire responses when 
additional information or clarification of response 
was necessary. In the event of a nonresponse, data 
collected in previous surveys were updated based on 
current data collected for mills of similar size, 
product type, and location. 

Pulpwood production data were taken from an 
annual canvass of all southeastern pulpmills. 
Medium density fiberboard, insulating board, and 
hardboard plants were included in this survey. The 
pulpwood production survey is conducted annually 
in cooperation with the American Pulpwood 
Association. Previous surveys for all other timber 
products began in 1958, and are currently conducted 
every 2 years. 

These studies are a cooperative project of the 
Southeastern Forest Experiment Station and the 
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services, Division of Marketing and Utilization. The 
Southeastern Station gratefully acknowledges the 
cooperation and assistance provided by the Florida 
Forest Service in collecting mill data. Appreciation is 
also expressed to forest industry and mill managers 
for providing timber products information. The 
information presented in this report is based on 
responses from 97 percent of mills operating in 
1991. These mills accounted for over 99  percent of 
the 1991 mill receipts. Nine pulpmills, 5 veneer 
mills, 29  of the 30 mills manufacturing other 
industrial products, and 69 of the 71 sawmills 
operating in 1991 provided current data. 

For inventory and reporting purposes, FIA divides 
Florida into four survey units: Northeast, Northwest, 
Central, and South. Because output of industrial 
roundwood products from South Florida is much 
smaller than output from the other units, the Central 
and South Florida units were combined for reporting 
purposes in this Bulletin and are referred to as 
"Central-South Florida." 



Florida's Timber lndustry- 
An Assessment of Timber Product 
Output and Use, 1991 

Output of Industrial Roundwood 
Products 

Between 1989 and 1991. the combined output of 
industrial timber products from roundwood and plant 
byproducts increased 10 percent from 644 to 708 
million cubic feet. Output from roundwood products 
was up 5 0  million cubic feet to 533 million cubic 
feet. Output from plant byproducts increased nearly 
15 million cubic feet to 175 million cubic feet and 
accounted for nearly a quarter of total output (tables 
1 and 11 I. Output of softwood roundwood products 
increased 10 percent to 497 million cubic feet. 
Softwoods accounted for 93 percent of Florida's 
output of roundwood products, the largest share for 
any State in the Southeast. Hardwood roundwood 
production also was up by 10 percent but totaled 
only 36 million cubic feet. 

Pulpwood and saw logs were the principal round- 
wood products in 1991. Combined output for these 
two products totaled nearly 486 million cubic feet 
and accounted for 91 percent of the State's 
roundwood output. 

Pulpwood 

Pulpwood remains the leading roundwood product in 
Florida, as in most of the Southeast. Output of pulp- 
wood (including chipped roundwoodl increased from 
296 million cubic feet in 1989 to 329 million cubic 
feet in 1991. Pulpwood production accounted for 
62 percent of the State's roundwood output. Since 
1977, pulpwood has accounted for as much as 
71 percent and as little as 56 percent of the annual 
roundwood output.' Both softwood and hardwood 

' Davenport. Edgar L.: Tansey, John B. 1990. Changes in 
Florida's industrial roundwoad products output. 1977-1 987. 
Resour. Bull. SE-116. Asheville. NC: U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. Southeastern Forest Experiment Station. 21 pp. 

output increased between 1989 and 1991 (fig. 1 I. 
Softwood output increased 10 percent to 298 million 
cubic feet, and hardwood output was up nearly 21 
percent to 31 million cubic feet. Softwoods account- 
ed for 91 percent of Florida's pulpwood production in 
1 991, abo~~: the same percentage as in 1989. 

YEAR 

Figure 1--Round pulp*rood produstion, by apscie. pmuu and year. 

Saw Logs 

Saw logs accounted for 29 percent of the State's 
roundwood products output in 1991. This product 
ranked a distant second behind pulpwood in round- 
wood production. Combined output of softwood 
and hardwood saw-log production in 1991 totaled 
156 million cubic feet, 10 percent more than in 1989 
(table 1). Output of softwood saw logs increased 
1 1 percent from 1989 and totaled almost 154 million 
cubic feet, whereas that of hardwood dropped nearly 
37 percent to only 2 million cubic feet. Hardwood 
saw-log production has continued to decline. 


















































