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Foreword 

T h i s  r e p o r t  h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
f i n d i n g s  of  t h e  f i f t h  f o r e s t  s u r v e y  i n  
t h e  N o r t h e r n  Mountains o f  V i r g i n i a .  
F ie ldwork  began i n  August  1985 and was 
comple ted  i n  Oc tobe r  1985.  Four p r e v i o u s  
s u r v e y s ,  comple ted  i n  1940,  1957, 1966,  
and 1977,  p r o v i d e  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  
measur ing  changes  and t r e n d s  o v e r  t h e  
p a s t  46 y e a r s .  The p r imary  emphasis  i n  
t h i s  r e p o r t  i s  on t h e  changes  and t r e n d s  
s i n c e  1977. P r e v i o u s l y  r e p o r t e d  f i g u r e s  
have been a d j u s t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  b e s t  
e s t i m a t e  o f  change.  

P e r i o d i c  s u r v e y s  o f  t h e  f o r e s t  
r e s o u r c e  a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  by t h e  F o r e s t  
and Rangeland Renewable Resources  
Resea rch  Act of  1978. These s u r v e y s  a r e  
a  c o n t i n u i n g ,  n a t i o n w i d e  u n d e r t a k i n g  by 
t h e  Reg iona l  Exper iment  S t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
USDA F o r e s t  S e r v i c e .  I n  F l o r i d a ,  G e o r g i a ,  
Nor th  C a r o l i n a ,  Sou th  C a r o l i n a ,  and 
V i r g i n i a ,  t h e s e  s u r v e y s  a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  
by t h e  F o r e s t  I n v e n t o r y  and A n a l y s i s  
(??orest Survey)  Resea rch  Uni t  a t  t h e  
S o u t h e a s t e r n  F o r e s t  Experiment S t a t i o n ,  
w i t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  A s h e v i l l e ,  NC.  The 
p r imary  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  su rvey  i s  t o  
p e r i o d i c a l l y  i n v e n t o r y  and e v a l u a t e  a l l  
f o r e s t  and r e l a t e d  r e s o u r c e s .  These 
m u l t i r e s o u r c e  d a t a  h e l p  p r o v i d e  a  b a s i s  
f o r  f o r m u l a t i n g  f o r e s t  p o l i c i e s  and pro- 
grams and f o r  t h e  o r d e r l y  development 

and u s e  o f  t h e  r e s o u r c e s .  T h i s  r e p o r t  
d e a l s  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  e x t e n t  and c o n d i t i o n  
of  f o r e s t  l a n d s ,  a s s o c i a t e d  t imber  v o l -  
umes, and r a t e s  o f  t imber  growth and 
remova 1 s , 

The 14-county a r e a  covered  by t h i s  
r e p o r t  i s  one o f  f i v e  su rvey  u n i t s  i n  
V i r g i n i a .  S i m i l a r  r e p o r t s ,  USDA F o r e s t  
S e r v i c e  Resource  B u l l e t i n s  SE-80, SE-81, 
and SE-84, have  been i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  
C o a s t a l  P l a i n ,  S o u t h e r n  Piedmont,  and 
Nor the rn  Piedmont o f  V i r g i n i a .  A com- 
p a r a b l e  r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  Sou the rn  
Mountains u n i t  w i l l  be i s s u e d  a s  t h e  
S t a t e w i d e  i n v e n t o r y  p r o g r e s s e s .  When 
comple ted ,  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  w i l l  p r o v i d e  
updated  s t a t i s t i c s  on t h e  t i m b e r  
r e s o u r c e  f o r  a l l  o f  V i r g i n i a .  

The S o u t h e a s t e r n  S t a t i o n  g r a t e f u l l y  
acknowledges t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  and 
a s s i s t a n c e  p rov ided  by t h e  V i r g i n i a  
D i v i s i o n  of F o r e s t r y  i n  c o l l e c t i n g  f i e l d  
da ta ,  A p p r e c i a t i o n  i s  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  f o r  
t h e  e x c e l l e n t  c o o p e r a t i o n  of  o t h e r  
p u b l i c  a g e n c i e s ,  f o r e s t  i n d u s t r y ,  and 
o t h e r  p r i v a t e  landowners i n  p r o v i d i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  and a c c e s s  t o  t h e  sample 
l o c a t i o n s .  

J O E  P. McCLURE 
P r o j e c t  Leader  






















































































































