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Foreword 

In accordance with the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act (RPA) of 1974, the fiFth inventory of 

I Georgia's forests was expanded to accommodate nontim- 
ber as well as timber resources. This report presents the 
principal findings concerning the extent and condition of for- 

! est lands, associated timber volumes, and rates of growth 
and removals. Nontimber evaluations will be dealt with sepa- 

1 rately. 
! 

The field inventory was started in May 1980 and com- 
pleted in January 1983. Four previous Statewide invento- 

I ries, completed in 1936, 1953,1961, and 1972, provide 
statistics for measuring changes and trends over the past 46 
years. Previously reported figures have been adjusted in 
some cases to provide the best estimate of real change. 

RPA and the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources 

j Research Act of 1978 authorize these forest inventories and 

i evaluations, a continuing, nationwide undertaking by the Re- 

I gional Experiment Stations of the Forest Service, USDA. In 

i Florida, Georgia. North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virgin- 
ia, these appraisals are conducted by the Forest lnventory 
and Analysis (Forest Survey) Research Work Unit at the 
Southeastern Forest Experiment Station, with headquarters 
in Asheville, N.C. The primary objective of these periodic 
evaluations is to develop and maintain the resource informa- 
tion needed for formulating sound forest policies and pro- 
grams. 

The combined efforts of many people have gone into this 
inventory and evaluation of Georgia's forest resources. A p  
preciation is expressed to all Work Unit and Station person- 
nel who participated in the field and office work. The South- 
eastern Station gratefully acknowledges the cooperation and 
assistance provided by the Georgia Forestry Commission, 
Hiwassee Land Company, and the Tennessee Valley Author- 
ity. Appreciation is also expressed for the excellent coopera- 
tion of other public agencies, forest industries, and private 

landowners in providing information and allowing access to 
the sample locations. 

To facilitate both inventory and analysis, Georgia is divided 
into five areas called Survey Units. A report highlighting the 
inventory findings and containing detailed data summaries 
has already been published for each of the Survey Units. 
Copies of these reports can be obtained from the Southeast- 
ern Forest Experiment Station. Information contained in For- 
est lnventory and Analysis reports includes the most com- 
monly used forest resource statistics, but additional data can 
often be obtained. A Forest Information Retrieval (FIR) ser- I 
vice is available for the custom compilation of forest re- 4 

source data for any area within the five Southeastem States. 
Those requesting custom compilations or additional inforrna- 
tion provided from the raw inventory data are expected to 
pay the retrieval costs. Costs may range from less than 1 
$100 for a relatively simple request to several thousand doC 1 
lars for a complex retrieval involving the services of a com- 
puter programer. Although we strive to serve each request 
promptly, other work will sometimes delay attention to re- 
quests of this kind. 

Requests for information may be directed to: 

Forest lnventory and Analysis 
Southeastern Forest Experiment Station 
200 Weaver Boulevard 
Asheville, North Carolina 28804 
Phone: (704) 259-0616 

Joe F! McClure 
Project Leader 
Forest lnventory and Analysis 
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I Since the fourth inventory of Georgia's forest resources 
was completed in 1972- 

area classifiedas commercial ttmberlanddec/ined from 
24.8 to 23.7million acres, or by  4percent. This net loss in 
commercial timberland area resulted from land use changes 
on over 1.8 million acres. Almost 1.5 million acres were ei- 

I ther diverted to nonforest or reclassified as noncommercial 
forest; less than 0.4 million acres of new forest land were 
added to the commercial forest base. Forest clearing for agri- 
culture accounted for 60 percent of the timberland diver- 
sions. Net declines in commercial timberland area occurred 
in each of Georgia's five Survey Units. Further declines in 
commercial timberland are almost certain, given current agri- 
cultural activfty and continued pressures from an increasing 
population. 

ownership o f  more than 2.3 million acres of commer- 
cialforestshiftedout of farm ownership. Timberland owned 
by farmers, and not leased to forest industry, now totals 6.0 
million acres. That controlled by other individuals, the domi- 
nant ownership class in the State, increased from 8.4 to 8.7 
million acres, while the area owned by corporations other 
than forest industry increased from 1.2 to 1.5 million acres. 
Commercial forest land under forest industry control (fee 
simple and leased) increased by almost 0.7 million acres to 
over 5.9 million acres. Only 7 percent of the timberland is 

I publicly owned-about the same proportion as in 1972. 
I 

area classified as a pine forest type dropped from 12.4 
to 1 1.4 million acres. Pine stand harvest without subsequent 
regeneration to pine accounted for one-half the loss of pine 
acreage; timberland clearing accounted for another 27 per- 
cent. Area of loblolly pine forest type has remained at 5.1 
million acres since 1972. In contrast, the acreage of slash, 
shortleaf, and longleaf pine declined substantially. Oak-pine 
acreage also dropped, from 3.7 to 3.0 million acres. The ar- 
ea of commercial timberland classified as a hardwood forest 
type increased from 8.7 to 9.3 million acres. Oak-hickory 
and oak-gum-cypress are the predominant hardwood types. 

acreage occupiedby poletimber stands declined fmm 
9.0 to 7.7 mHon acres, while sapling-seedling area dropped 
from 6.3 to 5.8million acres. All the losses in acreage of 
these small trees occurred in pine and oak-pine types. These 
changes reflect the maturing of Georgia's pine resource. 

Stands dominated by trees of sawtimber size increased from 
8.8 to 9.5 million acres; this increase occurred in both pine 
and hardwood forest types. Fewerthan 0.7 million acres 
were classified as nonstocked in 1982, about the same as in 
1972. 

volume of softwoodgrowing stock on commercial 
timberland increased from 15.0 to 15.9 billion cubic feet, or 
by  6percent. In comparison, softwood growing stock in- 
creased by 32 percent between 196 1 and 1972. Softwood 
gains during the latest period were concentrated in South- 
east, Southwest, and North Georgia. Softwood growing 
stock declined by 1 percent in Central Georgia and increased 
by less than 2 percent in North Central Georgia. Two-thirds 
of the Statewide increase occurred on lands owned or 
leased by forest industry. Softwood inventories on NlPF land 
increased by only 2 percent. Across all ownerships, almost 
all the net increase in softwood volume occurred in the 10- 
inch and larger diameter classes. Volume in the Binch class 
declined by 16 percent and increased by less than 1 percent 
in the &inch diameter class. Volume of loblolly and slash 
pine growing stock increased by 12 percent; these two spe- 
cies accounted for 81 percent of the total gain in softwood 
volume. Volume of shortleaf and longleaf pine dropped by 
17 percent. 

volume o f  hardwoodgrowing stock on commercial 
tirnberlandincreased from 1 1.7 to 13.7 billion cubic feet and 
accounted for 69 percent o f  the totalgrowing-stock in- 
crease. The increase in hardwood volume was rather uni- 
form across the State. Increases were recorded across all 
diameter classes but were concentrated in the 12-inch and 
larger diameter classes. Hardwood growing stock increased 
substantially in all ownership classes. All major hardwood 
species in Georgia increased in volume. 

the number of softwood trees in the 2; 4, and 6-inch 
diameter classes has declinedby 4 1,28, and 17percent, re- 
spectively. These declines were confined to yellow pine spe- 
cies. These net changes in number of softwood trees mask 
contrasting changes by ownership class. For instance, on 
NlPF land declining trends in number of softwoods were 
found in the 2-, 4-, 6-, and 8-inch diameter classes. On for- 
est industry substantial increases were recorded in the 4- 
inch through the 10-inch classes. The recent reduction in 
number of small softwoods and continued pressure from 



i 
cutting will affect inventories in the 10-inch and larger class- 

I es in the next 10 to 1 5 years. 

average rate o f  annualgrowth increased from 63 to 
74 cubic feet of growing stock per acre of commercial forest 
land. Net growth totaled 1.8 billion cubic feet. Hardwoods 
accounted for only one-third of the total growth but contrib- 
uted 80 percent of the recent growth increase. By owner- 
ship class, average growth ranged from 73 cubic feet per 
acre on public and NlPF land to 76 cubic feet on forest indus- 
try land. While all three owner groups recorded significant in- 
creases in per acre growth, forest industry was the only 
ownership class to show an increase in the rate of softwood 
growth. In 1981, softwood growth exceeded softwood re- 
movals by about 9 percent while hardwood growth exceed- 
ed hardwood removals by over 100 percent. 

about one-half million acres have been harvested an- 
nually and retainedin commercial forest. Intermediate cut- 
ting occurred on an additional 267,000 acres annually. In 
1981, removal of growing stock totaled 1.4 billion cubic 
feet. Softwood removals accounted for 1.1 billion cubic 
feet, or 79 percent of the total. Softwood removals have in- 
creased by 39 percent since 1971, while hardwood remov- 
als have increased by 20 percent. About 80 percent (1.1 bill 
lion cubic feet) of the growing stock removed was 
converted into roundwood products; 10 percent was left in 
the woods as logging residues; and the remaining 10 per- 
cent resulted from cultural practices, land clearing, or other 
actions where trees were removed from commercial forests 
but not used. 

pulpwood remained the leading timber product and 
accounted for 48percent of total roundwood output in 
1981. Roundwood made up 83 percent of the total pulp- 
wood production of 662 million cubic feet. Saw logs were 
the second leading product, accounting for 43 percent of 
roundwood production. Both softwood and hardwood saw- 
log production increased-softwood by 71 percent and 

hardwood by 42 percent. Peeler logs ranked third, account- I 

ing for 5 percent of roundwood output. The use of wood for 
both domestic and industrial fuel has soared during the last 
decade. 

annual rate o f  stand regeneration averaged 286,W 
acres, about 57percent of the acreage undergoing a final 
harvest. About 31 2,000 acres of pine stands were harvest- 
ed annually, but only 188,000 acres per year were regener- 
ated to pine. Planting activities accounted for 80 percent of 
the pine regeneration. Forest industry was the only owner- 
ship class for which the acreage regenerated to pine equaled 
or exceeded the acreage of pine stands harvested. On NlPF 
land, acreage of pine stands regenerated was less than 35 
percent of the acreage of pine stands harvested. The rate of 
artificial regeneration has increased since the 1961-1 972 
period on forest industry and public land but has declined on 
NlPF land. 

0 the ovemlloutlook forprospective timber supplies has 
dimmed. Projections based on the 1972 conditions esti- 
mated a prospective available cut of about 1,733 million cu- 
bic feet annually by the year 2001. Similar projections based 
on the 1982 conditions suggest an estimated available cut 
of 1,600 million cubic feet by 2001, with a further increase 
to 1,673 million cubic feet by 201 1. The two forecasts are 
relatively consistent for hardwoods, but the softwood pro  
jections have been scaled down based on the more recent 
findings. The latest projections estimate that hardwoods will 
account for over 92 percent of the prospective increase in 
available cut of growing stock. The prospective available 
softwood cut in 201 1 is only 2 percent above the actual cut 
in 1981. Softwood timber supplies should increase substan- 
tially on forest industry land over the next one to two dec- 
ades in response to the development of large acreages of 
pine plantations. Much of the current softwood supply on 
NlPF land exists because of the large-scale abandonment of 
farmland in past decades. When they are harvested, the ma- 
j o r i i  of these stands are not being replaced with pine. 





Forest Trends 

Georgia encompasses some 37.2 million acres of land ar- 
ea, of which about 65 percent is classed as forest. Forests 
occur in a diversity of geographic conditions across the 
State. Basic differences in geography and land use through- 
out Georgia necessitate its separation into resource regions 
or Survey Units (fig. 1 ). Southeast and Southwest Georgia 
coincide with the Coastal Plain Physiographic Province, Cen- 
tral and North Central Georgia with the Piedmont Province, 
and North Georgia with the Mountains. Past surveys have 
often identified widely differing forest trends in these Survey 
Units. Forests occupy as much as 75 percent of the land in 
mountainous North Georgia and as little as 47 percent in ag- 
ricultural Southwest Georgia. 

Commercial Forest Area Down 1.1 Million Acres 
When the first Statewide inventory of Georgia was con- 

ducted in 1936, commercial forests, or timberland, occupied 
21.3 million acres. Subsequent inventories in 1953 and 
1961 recorded an increase to 25.8 million acres. This 21 
percent increase resulted from the natural reversion and 
planting of large areas of idle cropland and pasture to forest. 
Most of the increase in forest land during this period oc- 
curred in the Piedmont region. Since 1961, additions of new 
forest land have diminished and the rate of forest diversions 
has accelerated. Between 1961 and 1972, the area of com- 
mercial timberland declined by nearly 1:O million acres. The 
latest inventory indicates that the declining trend is continu- 
ing and perhaps accelerating-commercial timberland area 
dropped by 1 .l million acres between 1972 and 1982. 
Commercial timberland now totals 23.7 million acres- 
slightly below 1953 levels-and covers 64 percent of Geor- 
gia's land. 

The net decrease of 1.1 million acres of commercial tim- 
berland over the last 10-year period resulted from land use 
changes on more than 1.8 million acres. Fewer than 0.4 mil- 
lion acres of new forest were added, while almost l .5 million 
acres were diverted to nontimber uses (table I). 

Almost three-fourths of the area added to commercial tim- 
berland resulted from the natural reversion of idle agricultural 
land. Tree planting on nonforest land accounted for most of 
the remaining additions. More than two-thirds of the addi- 
tions occurred in the two Piedmont Survey Units. Additions 
to timberland have dropped drastically over the past three to 
four decades. This decline is attributed to the continued re- 
ductions in area classified as idle cropland, the primary 
source of new forest land. Acreage of idle cropland dropped 
from 2.1 million acres in 1953 to 0.7 million acres in 1972. 
The latest inventory recorded 0.6 million acres of idle crop- 
land in Georgia, suggesting that the area of forest-land addi- 
tions for the near future probably will not rise above present 
levels. 

About 878,000 acres of timberland (60 percent of the di- 
versions) were cleared for agricultural uses. Agriculture ac- 
counted for more than half of the total diversions in all Sur- 
vey Units except North Central and North Georgia. Almost 
60 percent of the agricultural diversion was to cropland, pri- 
marily in the Southeast. Southwest, and Central Survey 
Units. Diversions to pasture accounted for the remaining 40 
percent and were common throughout the State. 

Diversions to urban and other uses totaled 380.000 
acres. This category includes residential and industrial devel- 
opments, roads and highways, utility rights-of-way, and 
many other uses that are rather permanent. Such diversions 
were common throughout the State but were most preva- 
lent in the North Central Survey Unit, which includes the At- 
lanta metropolitan area. 

Numerous parks and natural areas were created through- 
out Georgia and acreage was added to existing ones. Com- 
mercial timber harvesting is not permitted there and the acre- 
age is therefore classified as productive-reserved forest. 
More than 100,000 acres were reclassified to productive-re- 
served between 1972 and 1982, bringing the total area in 
this category to neatly one-half million acres. The creation of 
Lake Oconee in Central Georgia and numerous other small 
water impoundments throughout the State flooded 92,000 
acres previously classified as forest. 

The land use trends presented here, plus additional evi- 
dence of renewed agricultural activity, suggest that further 
reductions in commercial timberland in Georgia are almost 
certain. Acreage of cropland harvested is one measure of ag- 
ricultural activity. Based on Census of Agriculture statistics, 
the acreage of cropland harvested fell from 8.8 million acres 
in 1940 to less than 3.7 million acres in 1969, but has since 
risen to over 4.7 million acres in 1978. A continued keen in- 
terest in the Southeast as a producer of agricultural products 
combined with an increasing population will no doubt put 
additional pressures on Georgia's commercial forest base. 

Farm Woodland Continues Decline 
Area of commercial timberland classified as farmer owned 

has declined in Georgia, continuing a trend over the past two 
decades or more throughout much of the Southeast. Com- 
mercial timberland owned by farmers, and not leased by for- 
est industry, declined by over 2.3 million acres between 
1972 and 1982, and now totals 6.0 million acres. Between 
1961 and 1972 farm woodland declined by over 6 million 
acres. While much of the recent net change was due to for- 
est diversions for agricultural uses, an even larger share was 
likely anributed to land transactions and changes in owner 
occupations. The drop in farm timberland ownership oc- 
curred throughout the State, and farmer is the largest owner 
category only in Southwest Georgia. 
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Table I.--Changes in ares of commercial forest land, by Survey Unit, Georgia, 1972-1982 

Changes 
: Area O F  comercia1 : 
: forest  land in-- : Additions from-- j Survey . net . Diversion8 to-- 

Unif : I .ha"pe 1 Tot*1 : Total : 
. gain : : Noncoonercial : loaa ' Nonc-ercial : : Urban : 

: 1972 : 1982 : : NonEoresc : : : fore,r : hgriculture : and : Varer  
: ofher : 

--..-...-...-..---..--.--- Theusand a=rea . - . . . - . . - - ' - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - 
Southe~st 7,429.0 7,164.9 -264.1 55.3 50.2 5.1 319.4 48.3 198.3 72.8 

.. 

S~ufhweaL 2,883.8 2,636.3 -247.5 39.0 30.1 8.9 286.5 3 .O 242.3 41.2 
.- 

Central 7,321.9 7,020.7 -301.2 138.3 137.3 l .O 439.5 1.7 294.8 91.0 52.0 
~ o r f h  Central 3,999.2 3,815.0 -184.2 111.6 111.6 .. 295.8 6.8 110.1 142.2 36.7 
North 3,192.5 3,096.8 -95.7 24.3 23.7 .6 120.0 50.6 32.9 32.9 3,6 

There were small increases in the acreage of commercial 
timberland owned by other individuals and other corporate 
owners (formerly referred to as miscellaneous private, indi- 
vidual and corporate classes). Area of commercial timber- 
land under the control of other individuals increased 3 per- 
cent between 1972 and 1982, from 8.4 to 8.7 million 
acres. This diverse group of owners represents the largest 
single source of nmber in Georgia. The othercorporate cate- 
gory includes all corporations not classified as forest indus- 
try. Acreage of commercial timberland under other corporate 
control increased from 1.2 to 1.5 million acres between 
1972 and 1982. 

The foregoing changes translate into a net loss of nearly 
1.8 million acres in the other private or nonindustrial private 
forest (NIPF) ownership class. NlPF owners currently control 
16.2 million acres, or 68 percent of the commercial forest 
land in Georgia. 

Previous reports have usually included in the NlPF owner- 
ship class forest acres owned by NlPF owners but leased to 
forest industries under long-term contracts (one forest rota- 
tion or longer). The tables in this report and accompanying 
discussion treat forest industry-leased land as a separate cat- 
egory or include such land with that of forest industry. Be- 
cause of this change, a direct comparison of ownership be- 
tween previous reports and this Bulletin may not be valid. 

Forest industries in Georgia have increased their feesim- 
ple holdings from 4.3 million acres in 1972 to nearly 5.0 mil- 
lion acres in 1982. They lease almost 1 .O million additional 
acres of commercial timberland from NlPF owners. These 
two sources give forest industry control of timber supplies 
on 25 percent of the commercial timberland in the State. 

Little change in the total acreage of commercial timberland 
held by public agencies has occurred since 1972. Only 1.6 
million acres of commercial forest. 7 percent of the State to- 
tal. are publicly owned. Major public holdings include the 
Chattahoochee and Oconee National Forests; Fort Benning, 
Fort Gordon, and Fort Stewart military reservations; Dixon 

Memorial Forest; F'iedmont National Wildlife Refuge; and 
land around major reservoirs constructed by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

1 
Pine Forests Drop 1.0 Million Acres ! 

Since 1972, the area of commercial forest land in Georgia 
in pine forest types has declined by 1.0 million acres, from ! 
12.4 to 1 1.4 million acres. One half of the total decline in ! 
pine type occurred after final harvests of pine stands. Some ! 

3.2 million acres of pine stands were harvested between 
1972 and 1982. About 1 .O million of these harvested pine 
acres were artificially regenerated; over 95 percent of the 
planted areas remained in pine forest type. On the remaining 
2.2 million acres of harvested pine stands, pine stocking is 
sufficient for classification as a pine forest type in only 41 
percent of the area. These findings point out the likely results 
when the regeneration of harvested pine stands is left entire- 
ly to nature. 

The other major action contributing to the pine-type de- 
cline was land clearing, which accounted for 27 percent of 
the total loss. About onehalf of the commercial timberland 
diversions were pine stands. 

In contrast to the significant drop in area of all pine types, 
the acreage of loblolly pine forest type has remained at 5.1 
million acres since 1972. Loblolly is the pine most often 
planted in Georgia. It is the dominant softwood in Central, 
North Central, and North Georgia where vast areas of aban- 
doned farmland seeded to loblolly pine in the 1940's, 
1950's, and early 1960's. Whereas the acreage of loblolly 
pine stands decreased in this portion of the State between 
1972 and 1982, the type increased substantially in South- 
east Georgia. Although slash pine is still the predominant 
species used in timber management in this area, loblolly pine 
is now commonly used on many sites just recently the do- 
main of slash pine. 

Slash pine is the dominant species in both Southeast and 
Southwest Georgia. Statewide, the area of slash pine forest 



type has declined by nearly 0.5 million acres, or by 10 per- 
cent, and now totals less than 4.1 million acres. Between 
1953 and 1972, surveys recorded healthy increases in slash 
pine acreage. The decline in slash pine acreage is attributed 
to planting of loblolly pine or failure to regenerate to pine af- 
ter harvest of slash pine stands. Slash pine losses account 
for over 42 percent of the total pine-type loss in the State. 

Area of commercial timberland classified as shortleaf or 
longleaf pine forest type has continued a decline dating back 
several decades. Shortleaf pine type has declined by 0.4 mil- 
lion acres, or by 30 percent, since 1972. Shortleaf pine 
stands covered over 2 million acres just 30 years ago but 
now cover only 0.9 million acres. At the time of the first sur- 
vey of Georgia in 1936, longleaf pine stands occupied over 
4 million acres. As these stands were harvested, many were 
replaced with slash and loblolly pine stands; still others were 
dominated by hardwoods as fire protection improved. Today, 
less than 0.7 million acres are classified as longleaf pine in 
Georgia, 18 percent less than in 1972. 

Oak-pine stands represent another major forest type in 
Georgia, occupying almost 3.0 million acres. Many of these 
stands resulted from the harvesting of pine stands to a mini- 
mum diameter, leaving some pine trees with hardwoods be- 
neath them. Still others result from establishment of hard- 
woods along with pines after harvest of a pine stand. 

In the oak-pine type, pines make up at least 25 but less 
than 50 percent of the tree stocking. Because of this narrow 
range of pine stocking, stands move to and from this type 
more often than from other types. Almost 63 percent of the 
oak-pine stands in 1972 were classified as pine or hardwood 
in 1982. The shifts out of and into oak-pine type between 
1972 and 1982 resulted in a net loss of 0.7 million acres-a 
20 percgnt drop. Although significant, this decline is not as 
sharp as that suggested by comparing the 1972 reported 
acreage with the current estimate. In 1972, sample plots 
were allowed to straddle two or more forest conditions. 
When one portion of a sample plot was in a pine stand and 
the other in an oak-hickory stand, the area was often classi- 
fied as oak-pine. Thus, the area of oak-pine was inflated and 
the area for most other types underestimated. All forest-type 
trends in this report reflect the use of adjusted 1972 forest- 
type acreages. 

In contrast to the downward trend for stands containing 
significant numbers of pine trees is the increase in the area of 
commercial timberland classified as a hardwood forest type 
from 8.7 to 9.3 million acres between 1972 and 1982. This 
trend toward dominance by hardwood types dates from the 
first survey in 1936. By far the most significant activity con- 
tributing to the recent increase in hardwood acreage was the 
hawest of pine and oak-pine stands without subsequent 

pine planting. Hardwoods commonly form dense understo- 
ries in pine stands and replace the pines following harvest if 
site preparation or other control measures are not used. 

Oak-hickory is the leading hardwood forest type in Geor- 
gia, occupying 5.5 million acres. The type is widespread in 
its occurrence and diverse in species composition. It is the 
prevalent hardwood type in Central, North Central, and 
North Georgia. Oak-gum-cypress is the second most abun- 
dant hardwood type, covering nearly 3.1 million acres. It is 
the dominant hardwood type in Southeast and Southwest 
Georgia. 

Fewer Poletimber and Sapling-Seedling Stands 
A substantial portion of Georgia's pine resource became 

established on idle farmland during the 1940's. 1950's, and 
early 1960's. Changes in acreage by stand size during the 
past 10 years reflect the maturing of these stands. Since 
1972, the area of commercial timberland classified as pole- 
timber has dropped by 1.3 million acres, or by 15 percent. 
Sapling-seedling stands declined by over 0.5 million acres, or 
by nearly 9 percent, during the same period. All of these re- 
cent declines occurred in pine and oak-pine forests; in 
creases in hardwood sapling-seedling and poletimber stands 
were recorded during the past decade. 

Sawtimber stands increased by more than 0.7 million 
acres-8 percent-between 1972 and 1982. This increase 
occurred in both pine and hardwood forest types. Sawtim- 
ber stands are now the dominant stand-size class in Georgia, 
occupying 40 percent of the commercial forests. Sawtimber 
stands currently occupy 9.5 million acres, poletimber stands 
7.7 million acres, and sapling-seedling stands 5.8 million 
acres. In 1961, saplingseedling stands dominated Georgia's 
forests with over 11.7 million acres. 

Only 3 percent of the commercial timberland in Georgia 
was classified as nonstocked-less than 1 6.7 percent 
stocked with growing-stock trees. Nonstocked acreage 
changed lmle during the past 10 years. 

Current stand-size distributions differ significantly by own- 
ership class. Across all forest types, sawtimber stands ac- 
count for 58 percent of National Forest and other public for- 
ests, only 26 percent of timberland owned or leased by 
forest industry, and 43 percent of NlPF land. Sapling-seed- 
ling and poletimber stands dominate forest industry land. 
Forest industries control 38 percent of all sapling-seedling 
stands and 26 percent of all poletimber stands. Forest indus- 
tries will control an increasing proportion of the pine timber 
supply in future years because over 53 percent of all pine 
sapling-seedling stands are under their control. NlPF land 
should continue to provide a major share of pine supplies in 
the short run since two-thirds of the pine poletimber and 














































































































































































