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Changes in Output of Industrial Timber
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Abstract, --The total output of industrial timber products in Florida
amounted to over 300 million cubic feet in 1375, 8 percent less than
in 1963 and 16 percent less than in 1873, The largest decline was
in the production of roundwood products. Production of plant by-
products in 1875 was 6 percent below that in 1973 but was well
above the 1969 total. The general statewide changes were also seen
in each of the four Forest Survey regions. Volume of unused plant
residues dropped by 82 percent between 1969 and 1975 and was less
than 2 million cubic feet in 1975,

Keywords: Roundwood products, plant byproducts, softwood prod-
ucts, hardwood products, unused plant residues, round-
wood receipts.

Between detailed timber surveys, which are made at 10-year intervals in
Southeastern States, the easiest way to keep track of timber harvesting in a
State is to ask forest industries how much wood they are using and where it is
coming from. Such industry canvasses were made in Florida in 1969, 1971,
1973, and 19%5. This Bulletin reports the principal changes and trends in the
use of Florida wood by forest industries between 1969 and 1975.

Since one objective was to learn how much wood was being removed from
the State's forests, only primary processing plants were considered. A plant
that converts boards from a sawmill into furniture, for example, was classed
as a secondary processor and was not considered here, Total use of wood by
primary processing plants is here called output of industrial timber products,
The output was divided into two components--roundwood products and plant by-
products. The second component consists of those initial residues from primary
plants that were used as a roundwood substitute,

In some parts of Florida, utilization of forests for timber products was
much heavier than in others. Output of industrial timber products is therefore
reported for regions within the State as well as for Florida as a whole. The
Northeast and Northwest Regions have almost 80 percent of the commercial
forest land and produce over 80 percent of the timber products in Florida.
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products output, they do make a significant contribution to the production of

pulpwoed and cypress products.

STATEWIDE TRENDS

The total output of industrial timber products in Florida amounted to over
300 million cubic feet in 1975, 8 percent less than in 1968 and 16 percent less

than in 1973,
wide economic slump rather than a local phenomenon.
wood-using plants did drop from 139 in 1969 to 125 in 1975 (fig. 1).

The decline between 1973 and 1975 is viewed as part of the nation-
The number of primary

However,

the 1975 figure exceeded that of 1873 by two plants and the number of sawmills

increased from 85 to 92 during the 2-year period.

The total roundwood receipts

dropped by less than 3 percent between 1869 and 1975 and less than 5 percent

between 1973 and 1875,
been little change in Florida's industrial capacity or demand.

Thus, despite the decline in products output, there has
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Figure l.--Loecation of primary wood-using plants in Florida, 1975.
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