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Changes in Output of Industrial Timber
Products in Georgia, 1971-1974

by

Richard L. Welch, Resource Analyst
and
Thomas R. Bellamy, Associate Mensurationist

Abstract.--The total ouiput of industrial timber products in
Georgia amounted to almost 986 million cubic feet in 1974, 7
percent more than in 1971. Production of all major roundwood
producis and plani byproducts from softwood and hardwood spe-
cies increased. Of the five Forest Survey Regions in the State,
the Southeast Region had the largest total output, the Southwest
Region had the greatest percentage increase, and the Central
Region had the greatest volume increase. The volume of unused
plant residues produced in the State declined by 38 percent be-
tween 1971 and 1974, and the volume of unused bark dropped by
35 percent,

Keywords: Roundwood products, plant byproducts, softwood
products, hardwood products, unused plant resi-
dues, roundwood receipts.

Between detailed timber surveys, which are made at 10-year intervals in
Southeastern States, the easiest way to keep track of timber cutting in a State is
to ask forest industries how much wood they are using and where it is coming
from. A mill owner is willing to supply these figures because, when compiled,
they help him determine how much wood ig available to his mill. Thisg Bulletin
reports the principal changes in use of Georgia wood by forest industries be-
tween 1971 and 1974,

Since one objective was to learn how much wood was being removed from
the State's forests, only primary processing plants were considered. A plant that
converts boards from a sawmill into furniture, for example, was classed as a
secondary processor and was not considered here. Total use of wood by pri-
mary processing plants is here called output of industrial timber products. The
data reported were obtained by canvassing all such plants that processed Geor-
gia wood during 1971 and 1974. Output was divided into two components--
roundwood products and plant byproducts., The second component consists of
those initial residues from primary planis that were used as a roundwood sub-
stitute,




In some parts of Georgia, utilization of forests for timber products was
much heavier than in others. Output of industrial timber products is therefore
reported for regions within the State as well as for Georgia as a whole.

In the Southeast Region, where timber was being harvested almost as rap-
idly as it was growing in 1371, the roundwood harvest declined, The demand for
wood remained high in this region, but many of its plants began getting their
roundwood from the Southwest or Central Region or from other States. As a re-

sult, output of industrial timber products in the Central and Southwest Regions
of Georgia was up.

Cutput also increased substantially in the North Central Region (the Geor-
gia Piedmont). Part of the increase here was caused by salvage of trees killed
by the southern pine beetle,

In the northernmost part of Georgia, there was a decline in numbers of
mills and in production of saw logs. Even 20, much of the wood procesgsed in
the region was obtained from other regions.

STATEWIDE TRENDS

The total output of indusirial timber products in Georgia amounted to al-
most 986 million cubicfeet in 1974, 7 percent more than in 1971, Production of
saw logs, veneer logs, pulpwood, and plant byproducts from both softwoods and
hardwoods increaged during this peried. Although the numberof primary wood-
using plants in the State dropped from 368 in 1871 to 366 in 1974 (fig. 1), the
total roundwood received by such plants increased slightly--from 828,89 to 829.2
million cubic feet.

The roundwood received from within and outside the State in 1974 was 22
million cubic feet legs than the roundwood harvested in Georgia that year. This
was a reversal of the situation in 1971, when roundwood receipts exceeded the
roundwood harvest by 27 mmillion cubic feet. 'The downward trend in receipts
probably did not developuntil 1974, By the end of that year, the number of saw-
mills in operation had dropped from a maximum of 301 to only 281,

Plant byproducts were increasingly used as a roundwood substitute during
the 4-year period. Such byproducts comprised 1 percent more of the total out-
put of timber products in 1874 than in 1871. Over the past 14 years, this trend
has resulied in a 68-percent increase in the total supply of Georgia's timber
preducts, while the production of roundwoed has increased by only 55 percent.

Although goftwoods provided the bulk of Georgia's industrial timber prod-
ucts throughout the 4-year period, the production from hardwoods increased al-
most 20 percent, while that from softwoods increased only 5 percent., The
increase in demand for hardwood products should result in a badly needed im-
provment in hardwood utilization,























































































