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PULPWOOD PRODUCTION IN THE SOUTH leveled off slightly in 1967 but
still established another record high of 33,651,100 cords—&63 percent of the

MNation’s total. Significant gains were noted in the use of residues, whereas

roundwood production showed a slight decrease for the first time in 10 years.

At the year’s end, there were 92 mills in operation in the South with a total

daily pulping capacity exceeding 70,000 tons, and cight new mills now under

construction will boost the total daily capacity by 5,300 tons, Eight mills out-

side the region also used wood harvested in the South in 1967,

In 1967, pulpwooed produced in the South
exceeded the previous record production in
1966 by 2 percent—an increase that is sub-
stantially below the average annual increase
of 6 percent which had prevailed over the
1962-66 period. The slowdown was apparently
a response to the general adjustments and
slackening in economic activity in the early
months of 1967, but pulpwood production wilt
probably resume the faster upward trend of
recent years.

Nevertheless, when both roundwood and
residues are included, gains in pulpwood pro-
duction were reported in 7 of the 12 southern
states (table 1). Alabama had the largest in-
crease, 342,000 cords, followed by North Caro-
lina with an increase of 104,300 cords. The
largest decline was in Florida, where produc-
tion was down 64,300 cords, or 2 percent. Pro-
duction was also off slightly in Louisiana and
Mississippi, but remained about the same in
Georgia and Virginia. Georgia continued to
lead the region in total production with over
6.3 million cords.

Table 1. Pulpwocd production in the South during 1967 and
change since 1966

State Round pulpwood |

and residues | Change

Thousand cords Percent
Alabama 5,633.9 + 8
Arkansag 2,208.4 + 1
Florida 2,925.6 - 2
Georgia 6,326.4 "
Louisiang 2,661.9 —1
Mississippi 2,024 6 -1
North Carolina 3,156.8 + 3
Oklahota 118.8 + 2
South Carclina 2,947.5 + 3
Tennesses 395.2 + 7
Texas 1,993.1 + 3
Virginia 2,358.9 (")
All Siates 33,6511 4 2

' Less than 0.5 percent.

At the county level, three counties in Ala-
bama had the highest pulpwood production:
Baldwin County was the leader with 221,182
cords, Washington County second with 203,165
cords, and Choctaw County third with a total
output of 192,430 cords. Across the South, over
100,000 cords each were produced in 41 coun-
ties, as compared to 43 counties in 1966.

Pulpwood from residues of other primary
wood-using plants accounted for all of the in-
crease and comprised over 19 percent of total
production in 1867. There was a small decrease
in roeundwood production for the first time in
10 years. Of the 27.2 million cords of round-
wood harvested in 1967, 76 percent was pine
and 24 percent hardwood,

The growth of the southern pulpwood in-
dustry over the past 10 years has been remark-
able. From 1957 to 1967, annual pulpwood
production in the South rose from 19.8 million
cords to 33.7 million cords—an increase of 70
percent (fig. 1). Over the same periocd, hard-
wood roundwood production has climbed from
2.9 million cords to 6.4 million cords. One of

Table 2. Round pulpwood production in the South, by State and
species group, 1967

[ ; Hardwood
All : 7 T
State | species ; T | o) ; Gums | Oaks | hasniher
H 1
————————— Thousand cords — = — — — - — — —
_Alabama 4,781.3 83,6260 11553 446.9 4011 307.3
Arkansas 1,458.9 1,021.8 437.3 72.2 299.7 65.4
Florida 2,588.7. 2,352.3 236.4 103.3 75.0 57.9
Georgia 5,425.8 4,840.4 585.4 263.2 226.3 95.9
Louisiana 2,0496 1,473.0 576.6 242.5 183.4 150.7
Mississippi 2,546.0 1,460.4 8§36 4045 1654 315.7
North Carolina 2,446.0 1,719.6 726.4 2158 262.0 248.6
Oklahoma 59.2 19.5 9.7 0.8 2.7 36.2
South Carolina  2,371.3  1,776.0 595.3 2459 208.5 143.8
Tennessee 336.5 157.6 178.9 10.8 122.9 45.2
Texas 1,4099 11,0873 322.6 106.7 166.9 49.0
Virginia 1,898.9 1,2309 663.0 103.3 3314 2333

All States 27,1721 20,764.6 64075 2,2152 24433 1,749.0




the most significant aspects of the increase
in hardwood production is the industry’s use
of a greater proportion of oaks and other hard-

BT T T T T T T T

33—

3—

29—

27—

25—

23

21

MILLION OF CORDS

63 64 65 66 67

0
1957 58 59 60 &I 62
YEAR

Figure 1. Pulpwood production in the South by
pine ond hardwood roundwood and
residues.

textured species, Oaks accounted for 38 per-
cent of the total roundwood production of hard-
wood in 1967, and exceeded the output of gums
for the second consecutive year (table 2).
Use of residues for pulpwood in the South dur-
ing the past decade has increased steadily, re-
sulting in a fivefold increase over this rela-
tively short span of time. Although it is be-
coming increasingly more difficult to separate
the use of residues from roundwood, the fact
remains that better utilization has played and
will continue to play an important role in the
region’s ability to produce a greater share of
the Nation's total pulpwood production. The

industry has done very well in adapting its
wood requirements to the available sources of
wood in a region which produced 63 percent of
the Nation's domestic pulpwood in 1867.
During the last 10 years, pulpmills have
increased in size and number. The combined
daily pulping capacity of the southern pulp-
mills, for example, increased from 40,997 tons
in 1857 to 70527 tons in 1867 (fig. 2). With
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Figure 2. Daily pulping capacity in the South by
State, 1937-1967.

the continued growth in capacity, there has
been a trend toward larger mills during the
past decade. The average daily pulping capa-
city is now 767 tons, as compared to 569 tons
in 1957, Of the 92 pulpmills in the South today,
23 have daily pulping capacities exceeding
1,000 tons, compared to 10 ocut of 72 mills in
1957. Over the entire 10-year period, more
than one-half of the total expansion has taken
place in Georgia, Alabama, and Texas.

During 1967, establishment of six new mills,
together with expansion of existing facilities,
boosted the South’s pulping capacity by more
than 5 percent. At the end of the year, eight
new mills were under construction in the
South. Two mills are being erected in Louisi-
ana; and Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Missis-
sippi, North Carolina, and South Carolina each
has one under construction. When these mills
begin operating, their combined pulping capa-
city is expected to total over 5,300 tons per
day. With the addition of more mills and
enlargement of existing facilities each year,
the demand for southern pulpwood is likely
to continue its rapid rate of increase.
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