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PULPWOOD PRODUCTION IN THE SOUTH climbed to
a fifth consecutive alltime high of 26,590,997 cords
in 196360 percent of the Nation’s total. At year's

end, the 81 southern pulpmills had a daily pulping capa-

city exceeding 54,000 tons. Nine additional mills from

outside the region drew wood from the South in 1963.

When both roundwood and residues are in-
cluded, the South produced 4 percent more
pulpwood in 1963 than in 1962. Georgia again
continued to lead the region in total production
with over 5.5 million cords. Nine of the twelve
southern states reported increases over the pre-
vious year; the largest increase, 12 percent,
occurred in Louisiana. The largest decline, 5
percent, was in Mississippi, and production was
off slightly in South Carolina and Tennessee
(table 1).

Eighty-four percent of the pulpwood produc-
tion was in the form of roundwood, with plant
wood residues accounting for the rest. Round-
wood volume totaled 22,329 thousand cords,
a 3-percent gain over 1962. The equivalent of
4,262 thousand cords of residues was supplied

Table 1. Pulpwood production in the South during
1963, and change since 1962

Round
pulpwood
State and Change
residues
Thousand
cords Percent
Alabama 3.649.8 + 6
Arkansas 1,850.4 + 7
Florida 2,527.9 + 3
Georgia 5,5204 -+ 6
Louisiana 2,238.2 +12
Mississippi 1,993.2 — 5
North Carolina 2,422.9 + 4
Oklahoma 64.6 + 8
South Carolina 2,463.2 -1
Tennessee 426.7 — 1
Texas 1,443.6 + 1
Virginia 1,990.1 + 8
All states 26,591.0 4 4

by sawmills and other primary wood-using
plants in the South, representing an 11-percent
increase in the use of residues for pulpwood
over 1962,

The upward trend in the use of hardwood by
the pulp industry continued. When wood resi-
dues are included, 22 percent of the southern
pulpwood supply came from hardwoods. Al-
though the popularity of the gums is still in
evidence, use of hard hardwood species for
pulpwood is increasing and now comprises one-
third of total hardwood production (table 2).

The southern pulp industry is heavily orien-
ted toward the production of kraft, with over
77 percent of the region’s pulping capacity
designed to use the sulfate process. In addition,
there were three new kraft mills under con-
struction at the end of the year. The sulfate
mills process most of the pine and soft-tex-
tured hardwood pulpwood cut in the South.

A large share of the oaks and other firm-
textured hardwoods are consumed by mills
using the semichemical process, although the
sulfate mills are buying an increasingly higher
percent of these hard hardwoods.

Large volumes of pulpwood, mostly pine,
were again harvested from southeast Georgia
and northeast Florida. The harvest exceeded
100,000 cords in 11 of the counties within this
area, with 166,315 cords cut in Clinch County,
Georgia. Two other extensive pine-producing
areas encompass southern Arkansas-northern
Louisiana, and the Georgia-South Carolina




















































































