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recovery over time. The latter consideration is valuable in this
public use area where stakeholders voiced concerns regarding the
esthetic impacts of salvage logging.

Although visually disruptive, rut-berm complexes provide a
variety of moisture conditions and therefore vegetation regen-
eration niches (Aust et al, 2006). Reliance on natural rut
recovery maintains habitat for amphibians in the form of
ephemeral pools. These conservation values should be con-
sidered in this primarily agricultural landscape where much pre-
settlement microtopography has been removed by grading and
plowing (Battaglia and Sharitz, 2005; Fredrickson, 2005). Where
ruts are incompatible with other management objectives,
grading should be restricted to the first growing season to
minimize disruption of vegetation recovery as well as reducing
management inputs (Roy, 1956).

5. Conclusion

A diverse mosaic of site and vegetation conditions char-
acterized this post-tornado bottomland landscape. Varying
levels of wind damage appear likely to produce lasting impacts
on overstory composition. On the wind + salvage areas, visual
impacts of logging operations were converging toward soil
disturbance class 0 during the course of the study. Although not
definitive, key bottomland hardwood tree and shrub species
regeneration appeared to respond differentially to salvage
logging. Post-tornado salvage logging of limited scope may
contribute to landscape-scale microtopography and vegetation
diversity in large river floodplain forests. Managers may
consider this practice where maintenance of a broad range of
bottomland communities is desired.
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