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Group Going Strong After 50 
Years 
by Brian Roy Lockhart, Steve Meadows, and Jeff Porhnrood 

Attendees at the first Southern Hardwood Forestry Group meeting held on September 27, 1951 in the loessial hill near 
Redwood, Mississippi, ten miles north of Vicksburg. 

On November 15,200 1, the Southern Hardwood Forestry 
Group (referred to as the Group) met at the U.S. Forest 
Service Southern Research Station's Southern Hardwoods 
Laboratory in Stoneville, hlississippi to celebrate the Group's 
50th anniversary. About 130 members and guests attended 
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Group and to honor 
its charter mernbers. Three charter members from the 
original 71, E. C. Burkhardt, Wirt Bond, and Charles 
Crowther, all from Vicksburg, MS were able to attend and 
were given special recognition for their efforts in promoting 
hardwood forest management for half a century. 

The purpose of the Group, according to its Constitution, is 
to "provide a medium for exchange of ideas on the 
management and utilization of hardwood timber for all those 
actively engaged in this pursuit within the States of Alabama, 
Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee, as well as 
for other individuals who express a genuine interest in 
hardwood timber management and utilization." This 

purpose has expanded through the years to include wildlife 
habitat management and other ecological values. 

Seventy-one individuals paid dues by the first meeting and 
were labeled Charter Members. Fifty-four charter members 
were affiliated with forest products companies, seven with 
federal agencies - primarily the U.S. Forest Service Southern 
Hardwoods Laboratory, six with state agencies, two private 
forest landowners, and one each from forestry consultants 
and academia. Thirty-six charter members were from 
Mississippi, 17  from Arkansas, and nine each from Louisiana 
and Tennessee. By the 50th-anniversary meeting, there were 
335 mernbers primary from i~ississippi, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, and Alabama, with another handful of members 
from Tennessee, Texas, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, 
Missouri, and Washington. 

Officer positions within the Group, as defined in the 
organization bylaws, have remained the same over the past 
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