
Journal of Caribbean Ornithology 25(2), 2012 95 

 Roost site selection, a daily decision of humming-
birds, is difficult to document in the field because 
the birds are small (Carpenter and Hixon 1988). The 
choice of a roost involves selection of a suitable 
thermal microenvironment as well as an appropri-
ately secure location. Potential conflicts between 
thermoregulatory considerations and predator 
avoidance complicate evaluation of fitness conse-
quences of roost site selection (Skutch 1972). As-
sessment of considerations important in other mi-
crohabitat selections is perhaps less problematical 
(Calder and Booser 1973, Brown 2000, Molokwu et 
al. 2010). Any observed roost selection by a free-
living hummingbird is noteworthy. 
 Published accounts of hummingbirds in the Birds 
of North America, Neotropical Birds Online series, 
and elsewhere include few direct observations of 
roost sites in nature. Schuchmann (1999) presented 
little data on roosting behavior of hummingbirds. 
Calder and Booser (1973) investigated incubating 
female Broad-tailed Hummingbirds (Selasphorus 
platycercus), whereas Pearson (1953) and Carpenter 
(1974) observed Andean Hillstars (Oreotrochilus 
estella) at their cave roosts. Carpenter and Hixon 
(1988) photographed a single roost event by a mi-
grating Rufous Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus). 
Skutch (1972) described a Long-billed Starthroat 

(Heliomaster longirostris) repeatedly roosting in 
thin, exposed twigs in the top of a dying guava tree 
(Psidium guajava) near the naturalist’s home in 
Costa Rica in 1968. Skutch (1964, 1973) further 
attributed roosting on exposed perches to Scaly-
breasted Hummingbird (Phaeochroa cuvierii).  
 On 7 November 2010, at 1806 in Caño Hondo, 
near Sabana de la Mar, Hato Mayor Province,    
Dominican Republic (19.0571°N, 69.4565°W), I 
watched a male Vervain Hummingbird (Mellisuga 
minima) fly to a roost. The site was in the buffer 
zone of Parque Nacional Los Haitises, at an eleva-
tion 35 m above mean sea level, near the top of one 
of the characteristic limestone hills that give the 
park its name. The roost was about 8 m above the 
ground over a trail where the bird chose an entirely 
exposed position on a very thin twig, < 0.5 cm di-
ameter, in the outer canopy of a small tree atop (Fig. 
1). The entire roost site swayed through nearly 1 m 
of horizontal space as the winds of remnant Tropi-
cal Storm Tomás buffeted the locality. The bird sat 
immobile during the breeze, and did not move when 
I photographed the spot repeatedly at 1815. I re-
turned with Carol Lively at 1825 and the bird was 
still there, perched in posture similar to that reported 
by and shown in the photograph of Mellisuga hele-
nae in Schuchmann (1999). A return visit at 2200 
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with Jorge Brocca revealed the bird in the same 
location and in the same perched position. At that 
time it was too dark to take photographs with our 
equipment. Local temperature just after dawn on 8 
November 2010 was 23°C. By 0800 the following 
morning the bird had left the roost. As this observa-
tion was made on the last night of our stay at the 
location, no opportunity existed for a followup 
search. 
 No roost for Vervain Hummingbird has been re-
ported in the literature as reviewed by Clark (2009). 
I suggest that any future observation of a roost of a 
hummingbird in the wild, with attendant documen-
tation of location, date, situation, overnight temper-
ature, and weather on the night in question, is a val-
uable addition to our tiny base of knowledge of this 
potentially dangerous daily event in the life of these 
birds.  
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Fig. 1. Location of roost site (indicated by a circle) of a male Vervain Hummingbird (Mellisuga minima) at 
Los Haitises, Sabana de la Mar, Provincia Hato Mayor, Republica Dominicana, on 7 November 2010. Origi-
nal color photograph taken southwest of the tree with an Olympus Stylus 6020, F/3.9, 1/60 sec, ISO-80, by 
Paul B. Hamel. 
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