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» Mike Rauscher presented a paper
entitled “ The Encyclopediaof Southern
Appalachian Forest Ecosystems. A
Prototype of an Online Scientific
Knowledge Management System” (Deb
Kennard islead author) at the [IUFRO
Conference on Decision Support for
Multiple Purpose Forestry: A
Transdisciplinary Conference on the
Development and Application of
Decision Support Tools for Forest
Management, Vienna, Austria,
April 23-25.

» John Stanturf attended the indoor
sessions of the Southern Leadership
Tour, held a FHinchum’s Phoenix &t the
Whitehall School Forest, University of
Georgia. This is the re-instituted
Southern Dean’s Tour. Stanturf
presented an overview of fireresearch
inthe unit, highlighting the Southern High
Resolution Modding Consortium. The
group will probably continue to meet at
least bienniadly. They identified some
issues to pursue jointly: common
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southern forestry message, research
agenda, Farm Bill, workforce planning,
management tools, and the developing
Southern Forest Research Partnership,
anew super-coop.

» Fred Cubbage, NC State University,
gave an overview of the National
Research Council committee report that
he chaired, “National Capacity in
Forestry Research.” One finding was
that the number of forestry faculty in
universtiesand research scientistsin the
Forest Service have declined since the
mid-1980s, but a substantial amount of
research on forest ecosystems is
conducted elsewhere. TheNRC group
concluded that forestry research
capacity isat risk, dueto unprecedented
public pressure and demands, declining
forest resource base (i.e. managed
forestland), declining public expenditures
for research, teaching, and extension.
They identified the need for
interdisciplinary and integrative
approaches. Cubbage stated that there
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utreach
Activities:

Nine groups with a total of 178
people toured the Brender Forest
during the month of April. These
groupsincluded the For est Planning
Team from the Chattahoochee-Oconee
National Forest, Boy Scout Troop 170
from Macon, the M ontessori School
from Macon, the Southern Forest
L eader ship Tour, two environmental
sciencelabsfrom Mercer University,
an Abraham Baldwin Agricultural
College silvicultural class, an
Environmental Ethics class from
Georgia College, and a USFS,
Southern Research Station FIA
raining session.

- Approximately 150 hunter stook part
in thefour cooperativeturkey hunts
thismonth on the Piedmont National
Wildlife Refuge and the Hitchiti
Experimental Forest. Therewerea

total of 51 turkeystaken 11 of these

from the Hitchiti. Fifty-four people
hiked theHitchiti Trail and 60 people
visited the officefor information.

- Theslvicultureclassfrom Abraham
Baldwin Agricultural College(ABAC)
visited the Hitchiti Experimental
Forest on April 11. Boyd Edwards
spokewith thestudentsabout the
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Continued

utreach
Activities:

Continued

Piedmont Site Preparation Study, the
natural stand studies and the
opportunity to re-introduce longleaf
pine onto laoblolly sites that have
been infested with Southern Pine
Beetles.

- The Southern Leadership Tour
included several stopsat theHitchiti
Experimental Forest where Boyd
Edwards talked about the natural
stand studies and the L ongleaf
(Piedmont variety)/Loblolly Pine
Inter-Plants. Study cooperators

include Terry Price (Georgia
Forestry Commission); Dr. Barry
Shiver (The University of Georgia)
and John Moore (Brender
Demonstration Forest). John Moore
also spoketothegroup duringthe
tour.

Planting of two demonstration
areas to promote planting of the
Mountain Variety of Longleaf Pine
in the Piedmont of Georgia was
completed on the Brender
Experimental Forest, and John
Moore is working with Tommy
Carroll of the Southern Wood
Producers Association to put
together atemporary logging r oad
training session.
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has been minima follow-up, cooperation,
or leadership since the report was
released.

* Marian Lathrop, Information
Management Assistant in the Rocky
Mountain Research Station, will usethe
weD page template for experimental
forests developed by Dmitry Lima and
Pat Outcalt for the national experimental
forest web page. Mac Callaham made
theconnection.

» Stanturf attended thethesisdefensefor
Andrea Leach, MS Student with Chris
Peterson in Botany. Leach’sresearch,
supported by the unit under a
cooperativeresearch agreement, looked
at theinfluences of disturbance severity
and salvaging on patterns of forest
regeneration after severe wind
disturbance. Leach concluded that there
waslittle difference between understory
responsein salvaged versus unsalvaged
stands. Other committee members
included Rebecca Sharitz and Bruce
Haines. Congratulations, Andrea!

* Mr. Dean Kubacz successfully
defended his thesis on April 17. Mr.
Kubacz is completing a Master of
Science degree at Clemson University
and has been supported by SRS-4104.
His study dealt with the impacts of
fuel-reduction treatments on small
mammal abundance and diversity. This
work was a component of the National
Fire and Fire Surrogate Study at the
Southeastern Piedmont site. Tom
Wadrop served asaresearch advisor on
the graduate student committee.
Congratul ations to Dean Kubacz.

* Ms. Kim Crider successfully defended
her thesis on April 30. Kim is an
Ecologist with the Research Work Unit
and a member of the Piedmont and

Appalachian Team. The University of
Tennessee, Knoxville Department of
Geography in August, will award her
Master of Sciencedegree. Her research
dedt with long-term diversity implications
of different regenerationstechniquesfor
pine-hardwood management. Her study
was a follow-up study to earlier work
done by Tom Wadrop and Jm McMinn.
Tom Waldrop served as a research
advisor on Kim's graduate student
committee. Congratulationsto Kim.

» Scott Goodrick presented a paper
entitled “Incorporation of radar
precipitation estimates into a drought
index applicable to wildland fire” at the
2003 Georgia Water Resources
Conferencein Athens, April 23-24.

» Thelatest issueof thejourna Forestry
(Oxford University Press) is a specia
issue from the conference sponsored by
the unit a year ago in Denmark on
restoration of temperate and boreal
forests. Guest Editors of the issue
included Emile Gardiner, SRS-4155
(Stoneville); Magnus L6f, Southern
Swedish Forest Research Centre, and
Katrine Hahn, Roya Veterinary and
Agriculturd University (Denmark). Two
of the paperswere by unit authors.

 Stanturf will attend the Forest
Engineering Conference in Vaxjo,
Sweden in May and present an invited
seminar at the Southern Swedish Forest
Research Centrein Alnarp.

“ Do not go where the path
may lead, go instead where
thereis no path and leave a
trail.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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 Cadlaham gave an invited seminar at
Duke University, Nicholas School for the
Environment and Earth Scienceson April

4. The talk focused mostly on work _ s P

performed during his time in graduate
school, but he aso met informaly with
graduate students and faculty to discuss
current projects and specifically,
collaborativework underway at Calhoun
Experimentd Forest.

e On April 3, the Piedmont and
Appaachian Team assisted the Tallulah
Ranger District of the Chattahoochee
National Forest in conducting a
prescribed burn in the War Woman
WildlifeManagement Area. The1,100-
acre burn was in support of Tom
Wadrop' sresearch on regenerating Table
Mountain pinestands. Crown fireswere
prescribed to open serotinous conesand
to open the canopy to prepare the
seedbed. The team will follow
regenerdion dynamicsinthisburnunitand
in4 other burn unitsthroughout the south
to compare regeneration success after
fires of different intensities.
to compare regeneration success after
fires of different intensities.to compare
regeneration success after fires of
different intengities.

» Alex Clark attended a meeting of the
North CarolinaState University Hofmann
Forest Technicd Committeehddin Ra:
leigh, NC to devel op forest management
plansfor the Hofmann Forest. He pro-
vided advice on the effects of forest man-
agement on wood properties.

Check out our Website at
http://mww.srs.fs.fed.us/disturbance

Also new presentationswill be posted
on the smoke management website:

http:/mww.srs.fs.fed.us/'smoke
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Highintensity flamesare used for stand replacement for
TableMountain pine. Thesefiresopen serotinouscones
and open the canopy to allow abundant sunlight toreach
theforest floor.

» Deb Kennard and ateam of scientists
from The Nature Conservancy werein
Panama and Costa Rica April 22-29 to
do an assessment of fire-related issuesin
national parks. The team assessed
current fire regimes, identified research
gaps, and evauated fire management
planning and training needs. Thetripwas
part of The Nature Conservancy’s
Globd Fire Initiative, with funding from
the USDA Forest Service International
Programs.

e On April 16, Ken Outcalt and Joe
O’Brien traveled to Solon Dixon
Experimental Forest in Alabamato test
aninfrared thermographic camera. Andy
Beck of Flir, Inc., demonstrated the
state-of-the-art instrument on a
prescribed fire where avariety of other
fire measurement techniques were
employed. Thecameraremotely senses
temperature using longwave infrared
radiation, which can* seg’ through smoke.
The camerarecordsadigital imagewith
precise temperature measurements in
each of over 10,000 pixels and takes
both still and video images. The
preliminary test showed that current
standard methods underestimate fire
tenperat ures by as nuich as 300C. Ken
and Joe plan to use the instrument to
investigate the effects of different
prescribed firing techniques on fire
intensity and the generation of lethal
temperaturesin different treeorgans.

3

Prescribed crown fireswerenot attempted in the
southeastern United Statesuntil themid-1990s. Ignition of
largeareasby helicopter isallowing greater control of
prescribed fires.

Thehelicopter drops plastic spheres (known as ping-pong
balls) that contain chemicalsthat start afire. Withthis
technology, firing patternsareeasy to control. Large
areascan beburned quickly, thusallowing greater safety
and better smoke management.

Conesof Table Mountain Pineremain closed until exposed
to heat. After afire, they openand drop seed, whichwill
germinatethisspring.

Demonstration of infrared camera capturing temperature
data from prescribed burn on Solon Dixon Center,
Alabama.
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B Meetings / Reports :

* Unit scientigtsinterested in soils-related
resserchmetin Athens. Stanturf, DiCosty,
and Callaham presented updates of
current research, capability, and future
interests. Opportunitiesfor collaboration
were highlighted: fire surrogates,
firefherbicide, root capacity damage in
longlesf, unfertilized Site prep studiesin
loblolly pine, Table Mountain Pine
responseto fire, smoldering combustion,
chronosequences in restored shortleaf-
bluestem and bottomland hardwoods,
long-term prescribed fire plots and new
season of burn trestments, urbanization
and landscape carbon budgets, and
methods devel opment for studying black
carbon (charcoa and soot). The group
agreed to pursue funding for a planned
wildfire/prescribed fire comparison, and
to provide soils content for the fire

hypertext.

 The draft Land and Resource
Management Plans for the Alabama
National Forests, Chattahoochee-
Oconee, Cherokee, Jefferson, and
Sumter National Forests are available,
and public meetingsarebeing held. John
Moore, Brender Demonstration Forest
Manager, represented the unit at a
meeting on the Oconee plan, held at
Rock Eagle. Plans are available for
viewing at http:/Awww.southernregion.fs.
fed.us/planning/sap/default.shtm.

» Ken Outcalt and Mac Callaham
attended the Fire and Fire Surrogates
(FFS) Sails Discipline Meeting in St.
Louis, MO, April 10-11. Soil
researchers from the FFS sites around
the country discussed technical problems,
andyticd and sampling methods, and data
andyss.
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* On April 15, Ken Outcalt and Joe
O’ Brien participated in aprescribed burn
on the Fire and Fire Surrogate Study at
the Solon Dixon Forestry and Education
Center near Andalusia, AL. The
prescribed burn was conducted on aunit
treated with herbicidelast fall. Thedead
standing shrubs contributed to the fuel
load and produced fairly intense burns.
Staff of Solon Dixon Center under the
direction of Dale Pancake conducted the
burn. Other project participantsincluded
Deb Kennard and David Jones.

e Scott Goodrick represented the
Southern High Resolution Modeling
Consortium at the Fire Behavior
Research Caucus at the Missoula Fire
Labto defineand chart thefuture of core
fire behavior research.

» Boyd Edwards attended the Habitat
Improvement Stewardship Filot Business
Plan meeting at Oconee Ranger Didtrict.
The plan will servetoimprovethe habitat
on the forest for the Red Cockaded
Woodpecker and Bachman's Sparrow.
The plan alowsfor basal areareduction
by commercidly thinning selected stands
to a50-70 basal areawith atarget of 60
basal area. In conjunction with the
project there will be timber stand
improvement practices, a reduction of
undesirable vegetation and noxious
weeds by hand and mechanical means,
and possible soil and water projects.

» Ken Outcalt and Scott Goodrick
participated in a review panel of
proposals for the Joint Fire Science
Program in Atlanta, GA, April 22-24.
The panel evaluated 40 potential
proposasvying for fundinginthisyear’'s
round. Thiswasthefinal set of panelsto
eva uate the 260 proposa's competing for
approximately $10 million. The board

X T
Growing season prescribed burn of longl eaf pine stand on
Solon Dixon Center, Alabama that was previously sprayed
with herbicide. Thisispart of the Fireand Fire Surrogate
Study being conductedin Cooperationwith Auburn
University.

should be meeting shortly to make fina
decisions with announcements of
successful gpplicants by June.

Visitors :

» Palle Madsen, Senior Research
Scientist with the Danish Forest and
Landscape Research Ingtitute in Vele,
Denmark, visited John Stanturf in
Athens. With LynneBrdand, they worked
intensively on the book they are editing
fromthe lUFRO conferenceheld ayear
ago in Denmark. Entitled “ Restoration
of Temperate and Bored Forests,” it will
be published by CRC Press/Lewis
Publishers. The35 chaptersincludecase
studies of forest restoration from North
and South America, Europe, and Asia.

 John Blake, Research Manager at the
Savannah River Forest Station, visited
Stanturf and discussed the potentia for
increasing collaborativeresearch onfire
ecology.

» Emily Carter, Research Soil Scientist
with theforest operationsunitin Auburn
(SRS-4703), visited Ralph DiCosty and
John Stanturf to discuss collaborative
research on soil quality. It was agreed
that Carter would look at soil physical
properties in the multi-site stand
dynamics study in the Mississppi Delta
that will be sampled thissummer.
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B Personnel News :

» A FireTechnology Transfer Specidist
hasbeen hired! Richard (Rick) Reitz has
accepted the position and will report to
Athens June 15. Rick is currently
Regiond Fire Prevention and Wildland
Urban Interface Manager with Region 3
in Albuquerque, NM. HereceivedaBS
in Recreation Resource Management,
Oregon State University; MS in
Education and Curriculum, University of
Oregon, and an MFR in Silviculturefrom
the University of Washington. Rick has
over 30 years experience with the
Forest Service and isthe current Chair
of the Society of American ForestersFire
Working Group.

» AndreaLeach isanew student hire;
Andrea will assst Ralph DiCosty and
Corey Babb in the Soil and Plant
Analysis Lab and conduct a plant
diversity study with John Stanturf.

 Jason O’ Shell and Eric Neiswanger,
unit staff at the MyakkaRiver State Park
ste in Forida, served on the recovery
team for the ColumbiaShuttle. They spent
19 daysin Corsicana, Texas, amid cow
pastures and thickets of briars, honey
locust, and honey mesqguite. The search
protocol had the recovery crews
walking about 10feet gpartingraightline,
searching every inch of groundfor pieces
assmdl asaquarter. Ericfound afull tile
onthefirst day, asignificant piece. Each
tile was numbered and few intact tiles
were found. Jason recovered 8 pieces.
Both Eric and Jason felt they participated
in an historic event and that it was
important to bring the shuttle back to
NASA and givethefamiliesof thecrew
closure. They lived under Spartan
conditions but made some good friends
and met people from Oregon and
Montana, including Forest Service
employees and Native American fire
crews. ( see pictureon page’)
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» Corey Babb and Joe O’Brien
participated in the restoration of a
historic African-American graveyardin
Monroe, GA on April 26. After hearing
Rich Rusk of the Moore’'s Ford
Memorial Committee speak at the unit,
they becameinterested in participating in
the organization’s civil rights activities.
Along with thirty other volunteers, they
cleared brush and smadl treesand ingtalled
memorials on dozens of unmarked
graves. For their efforts, they were
named honorary lifetime membersof the
committee.

» Lynne Breland, Editorid Assstant,
served asaHostess at “ The EIms” dur-
ing Spring Rilgrimage in Natchez, MS.
Natchez is the oldest settlement on the
Mississippi River and has over 50
antebellum homes open for tour during
its Spring and Fal Rilgrimages, which
beganin 1932. Each home has hostesses
(dressed in period costume) who greet
vigtors, show the homesand explain the
history of the furnishings, family
memorabilia and structures on the
property. The ElImswasbuiltin 1804.

LynneBrelandat* TheEIms” during
Spring Pilgrimagein Natchez, MS.

» Joe McConnell, a GS=4 Forestry
Technician at the Solon Dixon Center will
be leaving our tream. He hasfound abet-
ter paying job in the business sector and
hasresigned effective April 18. Hehas
been avaluable employee and well liked
colleague. Wewish him the best in his
future endeavors.

» Brook T. Stewart, aforestry graduate
student at the University of Georgia
resigned hisposition asatemporary part
timeforestry technician to work full time
on hismaster’ sdegree. TheRWU hired
Fredrick B. Pounders, an under
graduatein forestry at the University of
Georgiatofill the vacated postion. Brad
will work with the Wood Qudity Team.

» The certificate of eligibles for the
Administrative Assistant position in
Athens (vice Gwen Jones) should be
availableinearly May.

Bl Budget :

* Theunit received itsNationa Fire Plan
budget for FY 2003. Funding was dashed
by 30%; this level of funding will
serioudy impact the unit’ sfireresearch.

* Yong Liu submitted two proposals to
NASA as a Co-Principle Investigator
with George Mason University and other
Forest Service units. One proposal
exploresthe capacity of MODISdatain
application to forest fires, especialy in
estimating fuel moisture usng MODIS
vegetation and land surface temperature
measurements, and the other isaimed at
creating anext generation seasonal fire
danger index using climatic trends and
MODISAVHRR fuel moisture.
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B News from around the Region :

* Gregory Nowacki, Regional
Ecologist & Acting Regional Soil
Scientist, USFS Eastern Region (R9) has
been tasked to form an Eastern Region
Forest Health Team. The team will

fadilitate integration and accomplishments
to improve forest hedth in the Region.

Team memberswill represent an array of
resource disciplines within the branches
of the Forest Service. They will employ
the National Ecological Hierarchy to
subdivide the East into coarse-scaled
units. Withintheselarge-scded units, they
will describethe ecologica development
and characteristics of these ecosystems,
including how component forests
historically maintained themselves. This
would form the context for addressing
“forest health.” Departures from
historical conditions (due to changesin
disturbance regimes and concomitant
effects of Euro-American land use and
aterations) might explain, to a certain
degree, present-day “unhealthy”

conditions where they exist. Nowacki
wantsto work with the Southern Region
to cooperatively assess“forest hedlth” at
an eco-regiona level for the entire
eastern U.S.

- High elevation heath balds are found
in the Southern Appalachian
Mountainsand their origin haslong been
apuzzle. These digtinctive shrublands
occur on sharp ridges, steep dopes, and
other rough terrain. There are at least
300 badsinthe Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, somemorethanten acres.
All are nearly impenetrable thickets
dominated by Catawba rhododendron,
Mountain Laurel, blueberries, and more
unusud shrubslike Mountain Fetterbush
(Pieris floribunda) and Sand Myrtle
(Leiophyllum buxifolium). Another
surprising feature is deep accumulations
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of peat in balds a mid elevationsin the
Park. NRCS Soil Scientist Anthony Khiel
recently determined that some
accumulations of peat and the black
organic layer that underlay it wereover 1
meter deep. Thiswas a surprise, as it
was expected that soils would be very
thin on these steep dopes. Additiona
work is underway by Rob Young of
Western CarolinaUniversity to date the
material using accelerator radiocarbon
dating.

Fred Allen, Director of the Georgia
Forestry Commission and State Forester
of Georgia, has announced he plans to
retire June 1, 2003.

- An Environmental Assessment (EA)
on continued operation of the Bent Creek
Experimenta Forest, Buncombe County,
North Carolina, for silvicultural
demonstrations and research may be
viewed a http://www.cs.unca.edu/nfsnc/

- The National Council on Science for

Sustainable Forestry and the Nationa
Forest Foundation co-sponsored a
workshop April 22-23in Alexandria, VA

on linking their funded research projects
to practitioners needs. Practitioners
provided questions that current
researchers could use to focus their

projects and topic areas or needs that

GPRA Accomplishments:

projectsinthefuture couldfill. Typesof
information used/needed and means of
communication were key areas of
discussion. NCSSFwill post asummary
of the workshop findings at
http://www.ncsst.org.

Terrestrial Plant Invasions in the
Temperate South Workshop, June 4-5,
Greenville, SC will discuss
multi-resource and socid problems of
invasive plants, public- and private-
sector responsibilities, identification,
monitoring, control, restoration,
and information networks. Full detailsof
the workshop are available at
http://www.clemson.edu/extfor/changes/
| S%620web%20brochure.htm.

- Smurfit-Stone Container Corp. plans
to sell about 81,000 acres of timberland
in Alabamaand Tennesseeto Stevenson
Tract Acquisition Co. LLC for $37.5
million. The paperboard and packaging
manufacturer said Archer Woodlands
Group LLC, aprivatefirmin New Y ork
and Coastal Lumber Co., a private
concern based in North Carolina, own
Stevenson Tract Acquisition Co. (Dow
Jones). Smurfit-Stone acquired the
assets that it is now selling from
MeadWestvaco Corp. (BUSINESS
WIRE)

FY 2002 FY 2003
Category Total To Date i

Number of Refereed Journal Publications 9 9
Number of Non-Refereed Publications (include abstracts) 53 13
[Number of Publications (refereed + non-referced) [P 22
Number of Tours . 46 54
[ Number of Short Courses/Training | 8 8
Number of Invited Presentations to Scientific Organizations 6 7
[ Number of Invited Presentations to Lay Organizations | 25 37
Volunteer Presentations to Scientific Organizations (non-GPRA) 28 19
172 105
Outside Funding $3,227,500 | $1,805,563
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* Potlatch Corporation and Bradley
Lumber Company of Warren, Arkansss,
have announced an agreement inprinciple
for Bradley’ spurchase of approximately
15,200 acres of Potlatch hardwood
bottomlandin Arkansas. Thesde, which
is subject to approval by the Potlatch
Board of Directors, isexpected to close
in the second quarter of 2003. Potlatch
said the sde is congistent with plansto
align its Arkansas operations with
available raw material by exiting the
hardwood lumber business and
expanding the company’s southern
yellow pine production. Potlatch
announced closure of the Bradley
hardwood mill in July and subsequently
sold the mill in September 2002 to Dr.
David Chambers, president of Bradley
Lumber Co. (BUSINESS WIRE).

- California has among the highest
requirements in the world for private
forestland management because of
extensive regulation and independent
programs that promote sustainable
forest management, according to anew
study by Cal Poly State University-San
LuisObispo. But theauthorsof thestudy,
Christopher A. Dicus, assistant
professor of natural resources
management (Ph.D. LSU—Ed.), and
Kenneth Delfino, executive director of
Cal Poly’s Urban Forest Ecosystems
Ingtitute, caution that State regulations may
not giveloca foresterstheflexibility they
need to manage forestland for long-term
sugtainability and the benefit of watershed
protection and wildlife. “California
forestlands are some of themost legally
protected privately owned forestsin the
world. Multiple layers of federal, state,
county and local regulations ensure that
timber will be managed in asustainable
manner,” the study’ sauthorssaid. That
regulation, however, canresultinamicro
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managing that may not be best for the
forests and the environment, they said.
“Classicd forest management isbased on
adapting a variety of options to
each on-the-ground problem,” theauthors
said. Although some exceptions are
provided, “the state regulatory process
forces a one-size-fits-all approach that
cannot accommodateal the variablesof
California’s landscapes,” they said.
Further, the ever increasing cost to forest
landowners for complying with the
Forest Practice Rules could drive some
to utilizetheir land for purposes other than
the growing and harvesting of timber,” the
authors said. “Conversion of lands to
dternative activities such assubdivisons
cause permanent environmental changes
that are far more drastic than forestry
activities” (BUSINESS WIRE)

- The Trust for Public Land (TPL) and
SeraPacific Industries (SPI) announced
the sale of more than 1,900 acresin the
Sierra Nevada along the North Fork
American River corridor and along the
Pacific Crest Trail at Barker Pass. TPL
conveyed both properties to the Tahoe
National Forest for permanent public
stewardship. The 1,280-acre North Fork
American River property, including key
land in nearby Duncan Canyon valued at
$1.99 million, and the 628-acre Barker
Pass property valued at $875,000, was
purchased using appropriations from
federal Land and Water Conservation
Fund. The purchasesrepresent thethird

and fourth conservation sales under the

multi-year agreement signed between SMI
and TPL in 2001 to buy and protect more
than 35,000 acres from SPI along some
the Sierra Nevada's most pristine and
scenicrivers. (BUSINESSWIRE).

- Natural and wood fiber plastic
composites (WPC) continued to grow in

North America, with demand reaching 1.3
billion pounds, vaued a $700 million in
2002 according to areport by Principia
Partners. Thisrepresentsa26% annual
growth since 1998. Only a moderate
sowdown is seen in the future as these
composites continue their market
penetration in building product,
infrastructure, transportation, and
consumer/industrial applications.
Building products, specifically
decking and railings for both
resdential and commercia instalations,
are the major market for WPCs
accounting for dmost two-thirdsof North
American demand in 2002. These
applications are expected to continueto
dominate through the end of the decade
with growth predicted at 16% per
year as WPCs capture market share
from pressure-treated and specialty
wood materids. However, severa other
new and emerging applicationswill also
experiencegrowth through theend of the
decade, including shingles, siding,
window profiles, and patio furniture.
WPC shingles may be attractive
to homeowners in areas prone to high
winds, hail, and/or wild fires.
(BUSINESSWIRE).

Recovery teamfor the Columbia Shuttle.
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H Publications :

FY 2003 (* denotesnew publicationthismonth)

Escalante Fernandez, R. Monreal Rangel, S., Stanturf,J., Arseneau, C., Nantel, P. 2002. Forest plantationsin North America. Report totheNorth
American Forestry Commission. 26 pp.

Glitzengtein, J.S., Streng, D.R., andWade, D.D. 2003. Firefrequency effectsonlongleaf pine(Pinuspal ustrisP. Miller) vegetationin South Carolina
and Northeast Florida, USA. Natural AreasJour nal 23:22-37.

Hanula, JL., Wade, D.D. 2003. Influence of long-term dormant-season burning and fire exclusion on ground-dwel ling arthropod popul ationsin
longleaf pineflatwoods ecosystems. Forest Ecol ogy and Management 175(1-3): 163-184.

Kennard, D.K., Outcalt K., and M. Carrington. 2002. Serenoarepens (Bartr.) Small saw palmetto. In: J.K. Francis(ed.) Wildland shrubsof the
United Statesand itsterritories. Gen. Tech. Rep. || TF-WB-1. Published onwebsitewww.fs.fed.us/global/iitf/wildland_shrubs.htm. 3 p.

Lockaby,B.G., Kedand,B.D., Stanturf,J.A., Rice,M.D., Hodges,G., Governo,R.M. 2002. Arthropodsin decomposing wood of the Atchafalaya
River Basin. Southeastern Naturalist 1(4): 339-352.

*Miller, S.R. andWade, D. 2003. Re-introducing fire at the urban/wild-land interface: planning for success. Forestry 76 (2): 253-260.

Moody, J.M. 2002. Fireand alternativefuel treatment effect on soil Nitrogen: A casestudy of MyakkaRiver State Park. M.Sc. thesis, FL A&M Univ.,
Tdl., FL.52p.

Rideout, S. and Oswald, B.P. 2002. Effectsof prescribed burning on vegetation and fuel loading inthree east Texas state parks. TexasJ. Science
54(3): 211-226.

*Rideout, S, Oswald, B.P., and Legg, M.H. 2003. Ecological, political and social challengesof prescribed firerestorationin east Texas pineywoods
ecosystems: acase study. Forestry 76 (2): 261-269.

Stanturf, J.A.,Kedllison, R.C., Broerman, F.S., and Jones, S.B. 2003. Productivity of southern pine plantations: Wherearewe and how did we get
here? Journal of Forestry 101 (3): 26-31.
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B Upcoming Events :

2003

May11-14

May11-16

May12-15

*May20

*May 20-22

May22-24

*Jun4-5

Jun16-20

*Jun 17-18

Jun22-25

Jun 28-Jul 2

Annual meeting, Soil Ecology Society, “Invasive
Speciesand Soil Ecology,” Palm Springs, CA;
Callahamto attend and present paper

http:/Aww.cch.ucr.eduw/SES/SES2003mesting.html

Fifth International Conferenceon Scienceandthe
Management of Protected Areas(SAMPAAYV),
University of Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia,
Canada. Thethemewill beMaking Ecosystem
Management Work: Connecting Managersand
Researchers. For moreinformation see
http://ww.sampaa.org

2 Forest Engineering Conference, hosted by
SkogForsk (The Forestry Research I nstitute of
Sweden), Véxjo, Sweden; Stanturf to present poster.
http://www.skogforsk.seffec

Wood Quality Consortiumannual meetingin
Columbus, GA. Alex Clark, will attend and makea
presentation.

Wildland Urban I nterface Prevention Exchange
workshop, Birmingham, AL ; Kennard and Fowler to

attend, Kennardto present.

International Conference on Economicsof
Sustainable Forest Management, to be held at the
University of Toronto, in Toronto, Canada.

Terrestrial Plant InvasionsIn The Temperate South
Workshop, Greenville, SC.
http://www.clemson.edu/extfor/changes/

| S%620web%20brochure.htm

Fourth Annual North American Forest Ecol ogy
Workshop, Oregon State University in Corvallis,
OR. Abstractsdue Jan 17, 2003.
http://outreach.cof .orst.edu/nafew/

AF& PA-CORE 2003 meeting, Forest Products
Laboratory, Madison, WI. Alex Clark will attend
and makeapresentation

57th Annual M eeting of the Forest Products
Society, DoubletreeHotel, Bellevue, WA.. Alex
Clark will make presentation.

Society for Conservation Biology, Duluth,
Minnesota.
http://www.conservationbioloqy.ora/2003

Project Leader’ sReport

Jul 20-24

Augll-14

Sep 7-10

Sep16-18

Sep 18
Sep21-28

Sep 28-Oct 2

October

Oct 2-3

Oct4-8

Oct 7-9

*Oct 14-21

Oct 25-29

Nov 2-6

10" North American Forest Soils Conference, Sault
Ste. Marie, Ontario, Canada; Stanturf, Callahamto
attend and present posters.

http://www.fs.fed.us/forestsoilsconference.

IUFRO Working Groupfor Seed Physiology and
Technology conferenceto be held at the Georgia
Center, Athens, GA.

Council on Forest Engineering annual meeting, Bar
Harbor,ME;

http://ww forest-resources.umai ne.edu/nercofe/
cofe2003.htm

IUFRO Conferenceon‘ Strong Windsand Trees:
ecol ogy and management, sponsored by WP 8.08.02
and University of Karlsruhe, Germany; re-scheduled
from Aug 17-24 in Zurich; http://www.ifh.uni-

Karlsruhe.de/ifh/science/aerodyn/windconf.htm.

Agroforestry and WildlifeField Day, Griffin, GA

12 World Forestry Congress, Quebec City, Canada;
http://www.wfc2003.0rg ; Stanturf to attend.

The Question Of Conversion of Coniferous Forests
meeting, Freiburg, Germany; contact for further

information: instww@uni-freiburg,de

Annual Entomological Society of America
Symposiumin Cincinnati, OH. Callaham
invited to give presentation.

Enhancing the Southern A ppal achian Forest
Resource symposium, KanugaConference Center,
Hendersonville, NC
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/nreos/forest/feop/

Symposium

3rdInternational Wildland Fire Conference,
sponsored by theNorth American Forest
Commission’ sFireM anagement Working Group,
Sydney,Austrdia.

Management Team Meeting, SRS

Internationa Conferenceon ECO-RESTORATION,
DehradunandNew Delhi, INDIA.

Society AmericanForestersAnnual Meeting,
Buffdo, NY

Soil Science Society of Americaannual meeting,
Denver, CO
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*Nov 3-7

*Nov 4-6

*Nov 16-19

Nov16-20

Nov19-22

Nov27-30

2004
Mar 2-4

Jun21-25

Jun 27-Jul 2

Aug

Sep 37

Oct 31-Nov 4

*Nov 17-25

Invasive Plantsin Natural and Managed Systems:;
Linking Scienceand Management and 7th
International Conferenceon the Ecology and
Management of Alien Plant Invasions, Ft.
Lauderdale, FL

http://esa.org/ipinams-mapi 7/abstractcall.htm

SAMAB Fall Conference, Asheville, NC. http://
samab.ora/Conf/Conf03/conf03.html

National FireRisk Assessment Conference, Portland,

OR.

Second International CongressOnWildland Fire
Ecology And FireManagement, inconjunctionwith
theFifth Symposiumon Fireand Forest
Meteorology

Society for Ecological Restoration 15" International
Conference, Austin, TX (notenew dates).

http:/Aww.ser.org

|EA Short Rotation Bioenergy (Task 30) meeting,
New Zealandand Australia

Southern Research Station All Scientist Meeting

IUFRO Division 1-Silviculture conference, CIRAD-
ForetinMontpellier, France

First Agroforestry World Congress, Orlando, FL

Society for Ecological Restoration 16™ International
Conference, Victoria, British Columbia

European Forest I nstitute (EFI ) annual meeting,
Bangor, Wdes (UK).

Soil Science Society of Americaannual meeting,
Seattle, WA

IUCN Third World Conservation Congress (WCC),
Bangkok.

Nov Short Rotation Woody Crops Operations
Working Group Biennia Meeting, Aiken, SC;
datesTBA

2005

Aug8-13 IUFRO World Congress, Brisbane, Australia;
Stanturf to attend; http:/Aww.iufro2005.com

Augor Sep Society for Ecologica Restoration 17*" International
Conference, Zaragoza, Spain

Nov 6-10 Soil Science Society of Americaannual meeting,

SdtLakeCity, UT
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