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Unguiate browsing has received increas-
ing amention 45 a fundamental force shap-
ing terrestrial eosysiems, Aside from live-
stock, Wonmh Americn hdd severnl larpe
ferhivores (e.g.. deer, elk, moose) that can
produce aeticeahle and aften negative eco-
logical impacts, Since these ungulabes are
native species, natirnl resource MIMEEE-
ment has come 10 view browsing o5 a prob-
lem of oversbundance. But whit 18 “over-
abundance ™ In what context is it defined?
Why i5 it pecessarily a problem? Wha
systemy (e, biological. ecologicnl, so-
cioeconomic, polifcal) are most affected
by éxcessive numbers of large herbivores?
These questions (and more) spawned the
cotference thit eventually produced this
text.

By including “overabundance™ m the title
of this book, the editors appear o have
stncked the deck toward those who Teal
thete are too mamy deer Yet several chap-
tern in this book tmke whar a1 the very least
would be congidered o skeptieal appranch
t deer “overabundance.” Their inclusion
recognizes (he specium of professional
opinions on deer overabundance. McCabe
mnd MeCabe (Chapter 2) note that even
though the reconstructon of presetioment

white-tailed deer sbundance in eastem
Marth America 15 difficult snd filled with
uncerianty, present population estumates
may differ Nttle from historical levels.
Rutherg (Chapter 43 disputes the notion of
overnbundance as 4 diversion to sustain
sport hunting. Othee chapters: question
some of the long-held dogmag in wildiife
management, fike Aldo Ledpold’s carly
model of predator removalsiprotection and
ungilite populbition iruptions.

The diversity of papers and perspectives
provided In this symposium procesdings
is both a blessing and o curse. Some Bs-
pects of deer populaton dynamics are well
represented (e g. genstic variation fn
white-triled deer, Chopter 7) while others
are cnly superficially covered {e.g.. densi-
ty-dependence, Chapter 8), This inconsis-
tency tn detail probeblby i oot deliberate
but rther reflects the challenge of smdy-
ing a big, hard-to-conirol organtsm. Even
thotgh Narth Amercan deer (especially
white-tailsy are some of the best-under-
stood large mammals on earth, much of
the research has been ohservational and
lacks the mgor of experimental trinls, Sev-
eral of the éxperimenial efforts reporad in
this fext ran mto problems: Bowers (Chap-
{er 19) provides an example of o pseudo-
replicated smady, while Hansen et al. (Chap-
ter 20) make guarded inferences from
nomreplicated field samples, Difficalties
dlso urise from somie of the smdies based
on simulation modeling. For example, the
gap model ussd by Seagle and Linng
{Chapter 21} is il suited for studying wee
regenerition dynaumics becausc of its in-
sppropriate assumptions on propagule
availebility, Other modeling effons report-
e fn this book take 3 population approzch
1o deer dynamics, removing the deer from
the context of the ecosysterns and land-
seapes in which they exist.

The Sctence of Overabundance & not with-
ot fis merits, Numerous studies are both
carefully designed and analyred (e.g.
Healey, Chapter |55 Alverson and Waller,
Chapter 17; Risenhoover et al, Chapter
27}, while others add to the growing body
of correlative (and |ogical) linkages be-
tween high deer densitics and unwanted
environmental responses (.., Palmer et
al., Chapter 10, Schmitz amd Sinclair,

Chapier |3; Wilson and Childs, Chapter
14, MiShen amal Rappole. Chapter 18}
Kept in the conteat of 8 broadly organized
conference procecdings, many differsnt as-
pects of deer hislogy and ecology ase pre-
sénted and the references provided cover
the maojonity of key amcles. Inclusion af
ihe voices of some critical thinkers pro-
vided perspectives that are rarely heard in
wldlife munagement forums, and long-
held purndigms are openly challenged. This
ook helps lay the foundation for fomre
research and mansgement Of deer abun-
dnnce by providing some 1estuble hypoil-
eses and recognizing that biological and
coologicnl systems are not separable from
the sociveconomic snd political ones we
have impased.

It i important 1 note, however, thal this is
not an objective, preseriptive mankgement
guide. Some authors (from both sides)
spend 100 much time postuning about the
toals usied 1o munnge desr herds {primari-
Iy hunting) rather than addressing the ques-
fions begged by the title; Are deer tmaly
overabundant? If 56, what can/should we
do? Wemmer (Chapter 5. p. 65) perhaps
states it best: “Muonaging nbundant wild-
life i% as dammting of & challenge as man-
aging threatened wildlife" Notwithstand-
ing some of the science and commentary,
| do believe The Science of Overabun-
damce 15 i suitnble addition to the brares
of those striving to address the consoquenc-
e4 of deer on SCosySems.
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Lymton Keith Caldwell's book about the
Nationnl Envirenmental Policy Act (NERA}
provides historical information about the
act, insights on corrent politics, and & ¥i-
sion for an Amenca in-which the princi-
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